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' ABSTRACT OF LAWS PASSED BETWEEN 1789 AND 1930 FIXING RATES
i OF POSTA(‘E ON DOMESTIC MAIL MATTER ' ' .
1}' :

The act, of I*ebruary 20 1792, 1 Stat. 232, effective from- June 1,
1792, was,the-first, after. ‘the adoptlon of the Constltutlon of the v
Umted States, ﬁxmg rates of postage on mail matter. R

¢ Prior.to June 1, 1792, the rates of postage on mail matter contmued v
under the. pr0v1alons of the acts of September 22, '1789,:1 Stat.. 70, -
August 4, 1790, 1 Stat. 178, and March 3, 1791, 1 Stat. 218, to be
those prescrlbed by the “Ordmance for Regulatmg the Post Office of -
the United States of America,”” enacted by the Continental Congress * .} )
on QOctober 18,1782, ‘Journals of the Continental Congress. (MS), 1, v
No. 1, Vol. 34, prlnted in Library of Congress edition of the Journals ;i
Vol. XXlH,pp 670-679, and Vol. 1V, Journals of Congress, Way and,
Gideon edition, 93-95, as modified by the resolution of that Congress. .
of October 20, 1787, Journals of the Continental Congress (MS),..
No. 1, Vol. 38 and Way and Gideon edition of the JoumulS(,of
Coxlgless, Vol. IV, 801.. . o el

' o "The ordmance of October 18, 1782, provided: ' ~iith zoven
Whereas tho communication of intelligence with Iegularlty and ,;
despntch, from one part to another of these United States, is essen-.
tinlly requisite to the safety as well as the commercial interest ther eof; -

. and the United States in Congress assembled, being, by the’ almc]es
. of confederation, vested with the sole and exclusive right and power -,
“of establxshmg and regulating ‘post offices throughout all these United" '
States; and whereas it is become necessary to revise the‘several .
‘ regulut,nons heretofom made relating to the post office and reduce them
to one act:’ B
Beit therefore ordamed by the United States in Congress assembled -
' andibis heleby ordained by the authority of the same, that a continued _
- communication’ of posts  throughout these United  States “shall" be'
~established and'maintained ‘by and under the direction of the Post-
master General of these United States, to extend to and from' the
- State of New Hampshire'and.-the State of Georgia, inclusive, and to":
andfrom‘such other: parts of -these United States as from,‘tlme,to
-~ time he shall judge necessary or Congress shall direct.. - 1./, .1 eviy
- +'And :be it further ordained by the authority aforesaid, that.the
postageofi allcletters, packets, and despatches, to and from,~th&
:  different upost +offices' iwithin these United States, shall .be:at the
;' following rates, in pennyweights and grains of silver, estlmntmgleagh. ;
__pennyweight ‘asat present,-at five-ninetieths of a dollar:-.."." .1
“«ilFor anyidistance not exceeding 60 miles, 1 pennywei ht 8 grains;’
" upwards of 60 and not exceeding 100 miles, 2 pennywelgits upwnrds
1 of}11100 and:not .exceeding 200 miles, 2 pennyweights 16 grains,,,tmd
> 80'on,?16 jgrains advance for every . hundred miles; the above rates to
;’ be doubled for double letters, trebled for treble letters, and. a~packet ¢
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l POSTAGE RATES, 1780-1930

weighing an ounce to be charged equal to four single letters, and in

that proportion if of a greater weight; and every letter, packet, and
desptFtch[,) except dead letters, shall be retained in the office where
the same shall have arrived, which shall be nearest to.the place of

. direction, until the postage shall be paid.

And it shall be lawful [for .the. qut.mas!;er};General, or any of his
deputies, to license every post-rider to earry any newspaper at such

' moderpte rates as.the Postmaster General shall establish. , ...

. . il e
.""Phe resolution of ' Octoberi 20,1787, &utholnzed\the-Postmaster
General so to reduce the postage rates, effective April 5, 1788, as

: ill ‘consi ith : lating
* nearly 25 per centum as w1ll'conslls.t with the mode: of calou
' penngfrWeights'nnd grains of silver, in order to reduce them:to .the
" currencies of the several States. _ ed b
~ Postmaster Genersl to fix such rates per pound for the carriage'of

- This resolution also authorized the

large'packets as he may judge will be most likely to .induce persons

oo d

1Phe act of February 20, 1792, 1 Stat, 235 and 238, fixed the following

. ‘rates of postage, to take effect June 1,/1792:" * R TSI T

"t Tor every single letter conveyed not-exceeding 30 miles, 6’ cents;
over 30 miles and not exceeding 60 miles, 8 cents; over 60 miles and
nottexceeding 100 miles, 10 cents; over 100 miles and not exqeed;ng
-160"miles, 12}% cents; over 150 miles and not exceeding 200 miles, 15
cents; over 200 miles and not exceeding 250 miles, 17 cents; over
250 miles and not exceeding 350 miles, 20 cents; over 350 miles and
not exceeding 450 miles, 22 cents; over 450 miles, 25 cents; -and
every double letter, double said rates; every triple letter, triple said
_rates; and every packet weighing 1 ounce avoirdupois to pay at the
"rate of four single letters for each ounce, and in that \propor.thxl_‘fqil"
reater weight. L. ‘ o
fl"1{:‘()g1"|‘tawft’.~ry siggle letter passing by sea to and from the United

States, or from one port to another therein, in packet boats or ves- .
selé,“tl’xe' property of, or provided by the United States, 8 cents; for

overy double leiter, 16 cenfs, and every triple letter or packet, 24
cents.,

\

' For every letter or packet brought into the:United S.tates_’vor: car-
‘ried from one port therein to another by sea in any private ship, or

vessel, 4 cents 1if delivered at the place of arrival; if delivered at any

' other place, with the addition of the like postage as on other letters,

,,,,,

""All newspapers conveyed by mail for any distance not ‘Im_t.)‘g‘elsb_gl‘lgip" .

100 miles, 1 cent; over 100 miles, 1% cents. . !
oo ‘ !

- iwil v Act of May 8, 1794 (1 Stat. 359,:360, 362,366): - 1 .-
" 'Reehacts the rates of postage established by the act of February.20, -
1792, but fixes, from June 1, 1794, the rate for single newspapers sent:

from one place to another in the same State at 1.cent each; and for

magazines and pamphlets, 1 cent per sheet for not exceeding 50 miles; -

114 cents for over 50 miles and not exceeding 100 miles ; and 2 cents
for any greater distance. - R RITEE
° For):z\'gery letter delivered by mail carriers to persons living between

post offices on their routes, 2 cents (for the carrier), in additnon to _the -

‘ordinary postage.

" Letter carriers employed at such' post offices -as: the:-Postmaster - :

General may direct may receive of the person.to whom. delivery is
made 2 cents for the delivery of each letter,: 1 it dnen g

.0 i Actlof tAprili 9,/ 18167(3 Stat. 264): o e
, ) ,"’,‘Fi,xes; from 'May

*....."" For every letter composed’of a single sheet of’pgxper,'-conveyed‘hOb

. miles, 10 cents; over'80 miles and not exceeding 150 miles, 12} cents;

" . i over150'miles and not exceeding 400 miles, 18}5

.. 25 cents;'and every double Jetter, or two pieces of paper, double said
" -rates; every triple letter, 'or three pieces of paper, triple 'said rates;

11 C/RATES  OF ' POSTAGE -

1 o i

1 The postageondroplettersis fixed at 1centeach. ' .. . ot I

. Act of March 2, 1799' (1 Stat. 734, 738-740):

Reenacts: the rates of postage.provided by the act of May'8, 1794, -

for newspapers, - magazines, pamphlets, drop letters, and letters deliv- '

., ered by post-route’ carriers:an i
- following rates of postage:

* For every letter composed of a single sheet of paper, conveyed not "

letter carriers, and establishes -the

TN z"l]ll(fl!' -

. Cotyt gy

exceeding 40 miles, 8 centsd'.over 40 miles and not exceeding 90 miles, . , ;‘,'

- 10 cents; over.90 miles an
150 miles and not exceeding 300 miles, 17 cents; over 300 miles and

not exceeding 500 miles, 20 cents; over 500 miles, 25 cents; and every -
double letter, or two pieces of paper, double said rates; every triple
letter, -or.three..pieces of paper, triple rates; and for every packet -
composed of four or more pieces of paper, or other thing, and weighing .
* 1 ounce avoirdupois, quadruple said rates, and in that proportion, for .\ ; ‘

]
Vo o

any greater weight. - - .

i

Every letter or packet brought into the United States, or carried f“; 5
from -one.port:therein to another, in private ship or vessel, 6 cents, if -
delivered in post office where received; if conveyed by :post..to any

other place, 2:cents added to the ordinary postage. '

oy b ) b
Any packet which weighs more than 3 pounds shall not be accepted -

for mailing, i, jicd:

recelve newspapers by post to pay the amount of one quarter’s postage
'lllﬁlld\{ﬂ.llcﬁ, g i . . N A AT I
i+, Act of April 30, 1810'(2 Stat. 505597, 603): -1 i e i
1 Reenacts the rates of postage and limit of weight provided. by the

P T .

aqh of Merch 2, 1799,
a1 Act.of December 23, 1814 (3 Stat. 159):

, )
e [EFREIR

1! vt
g

-+ Increases'the rates of postage 50 per cent from February 1,71816.1i» '

S

1"l Act, of February 1, 1816 (3 Stat. 252): RN

“l
:

1814, as increases.the,rates of postage 50 per cent. .,

[IETTTYY i‘!‘-»:'.

t . 1

‘and ‘packets; " ¢! '

LR T 1ot

-exceeding 30 “miles,’ 6' ‘cents;-over’ 30 miles and’ not exceeding'80

and for every packet composed: of four or more pieces of paper, or

- ‘one or.more other articles, and weighing 1 ounce avoirdupois, quad-

‘ruple: thgse rates, and in that proportion for all greater weights..; .
e «-Kvery, 4.falio. pages, or 8 quarto pages, or 16 octavo, pages, of

i Hhaasg imiatasad
bl g ol

not exceeding 150 miles, 12} cents; over

This act authorized the Postmaster General to require those who

[ ’
Repeals, from March 31, 1816, so much of the act of December,23,

. I UNRAIR ]
1;‘11816,' the following rates of postage on letters -
[ IRTTRE TR . h

cents; over'400 miles, -

.~ pamphle} .or, magazine shall be considered a sheet, and the surplus . ‘' .
« . ‘pages of anypamphlet. or magazine shall also be considered 3 sheet;
-+ and theunbound journals of the legislatures of the several States shall
«  -belinble;to;the:same postage,as pamphlets, ., '

S aantog 16 e ot Qe non
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Any memorandum which shall be written on a newspaper, or other
printed paper, shall be charged letter postage.

AU Act of March 3, 1825 (4 St&t.;105, 111,.112, 114): i
Repeals'all former acts and parts of acts which have been passed for

“ the establishment and regulation of the General Post Office and fixes

. the following rates of postage:
. For every letter composed of a single sheet of paper conveyed not
exceeding 30 miles, 6 cents; over 30 miles and not exceeding 80

miles, 10 cents; over 80 miles und not exceeding 150 miles, 12} cents;"

over ‘150 miles and not exceeding 400 miles, 18% cents; over 400
" miles, 25 cents; and every double letter, or two pieces of paper, double
said rates; every triple letter, or three pieces of paper, triple said rates;
every packet of four or more pieces of paper, or one or more other
articles, and weighing 1 ounce avoirdupois, quadruple said rates, and
-in'that proportion for all greater weights. »
Unbound journals of legislatures of the several States, same.rates
as-for pamphlets. R . o o
Every letter or packet brought into the United States, or carried
from one port therein to another, in any private ship or vessel, 6 cents,
“if delivered at the post office of arrival; if conveyed by post to any
. place, 2 cents added to the ordinary postage. :
‘Any packet which weighs more than 3 pounds shall not be accepted
. for mailing. i o A ‘ no
+ . ~Newspapers conveyed by mail, 1 cent for any distance not more

“than 100 miles; 1} cents for any greater distance. Single newspapers

.. from one place to another in the same State, 1 cent. . ]

-1 Magazines and pamphlets published periodically, transported in- :
 :ithe mails to subscribers, 1% cents a sheet for any distance not exceed- -

'ing 100 miles, and 2} cents for any greater distance. Magazines and

" 'pamphlets not periodically published, 4 cents on each sheet for any’
. distance not exceeding 100 miles, and 6 cents for any greater distance.

"~ Any letter or memorandum in writing inclosed in a newspaper,” ' i
", pamphlet, or magazine, and any writing or memorandum thereon, " " |’

" isubjects the whole to postage at the letter rate. '

I i Section 34 of this act authorizes the Postmaster General to make : .

“iprovision for the receipt of letters and packets to be conveyed by any.
, #lvessel beyond sea, or {rom any port in the. United States toanother | .
¢ -;port therein. TFor every letter or packet so received there shall be';
. i paid at the time of its reception a postage of 1 cent, which shall be for 1
[EAEE AN LN

i "1 the use of the postmasters, respectively, receiving the same. , ;
t 11 The postage on drop letters is fixed at 1,cent each., -~ ~ .~ ' .
i 1y Letter, carriers employed at such post offices as the Postmaster
. i1General shall direct may receive of the person,to whom delivery is

i imade 2 cents for the delivery of each letter. Y
; :t 1+ Act of March 2, 1827 (4 Stat. 238): - ' | Sk by

i ."Provides that one or more pieces of paper mailed as a letter, and
weighing 1/ ounce avoirdupois, ‘shall be’charged - with*quadruple

quddruple rates for packages containing four pieces of paper. "1/

N a'royal'sheet, or any sheet of less dimensions, shall be charged '
the.sheet; small pamphlets printed on a half or quarter sheet of royal
or,less size shall be charged with one-half the amount of postage on a
LI ' tt

l

o—

. one-half ounce or less shall be char(%ed with an additional single post- ' :'o"“ .
i Newspapers ‘of ‘not more”than 1,900 square inches in 'size, trans--

* 1.1 scribers or 'otheripersons, within 30 miles of the city, town, or placein

- “which the paper is printed, free of postage. - Newspapers of or under

) -;auph size,'conveyed beyond 30 miles from the'place at which' they'are .
.'printed,’shall be'subject to the rates of postage fixed for'newspapers * :

- ' by the'act"of March 3, 1825.! 'Newspapers of greater size than 1,900 ' - -,

- “isquare‘inches,| 2% cents for ‘each copy of no greater weight than'1 *

- ounce ‘and “1":cent’ for each' additional ounce,' any " distance.'{"All:

. ‘orlithographed on!quarto-post or single-cap paper, or paper not larger .

g than single-cap paper, 2 cents for each sheet, without regard to distance.’ '

' matter (except newspapers), unconnected with any writing, 2% cents |

i !'+for each additional ounce or fractional excess of not less than one-half
<"t {ounce, without regard'to distance. SR R L
[2 ¥ Letters'and other'mailable matter (except newspapers, pamphlets,
- 'magazines, and’ periodicals)’ delivered to a postmaster by the'master... -
*. or manager of any steamboat not under contract with the' Post- i
i ~master ‘General, 'shall ‘be 'subject to the same rates of postage as
i would haye'been charged upon'said letters had they been:transmitted: - !
by’ mail from’the port or place'at which they were- placed’on; board . ;
' the’_steamboab"}fmm which they were received. o a0ieY b
A i zl‘,‘ "Any"pﬂqket,'

v F gy Ty

‘postage, and at the same rate should weight be greater, and fixes :

} | 'Every printed pamphlet or magazine containing more thaxn 24';paies 3 :
b g

ILIAN - y '
L ;(;y’,.lil?‘lxgs::the;;'ate‘,of, postage. on letters conveyed to ‘or'from He
“(at 20-cents; to or, from, Havana, 12}% cents; to or from Panama, 30 " ' #

.- {RATES OF POSTAGE ..

full;sheet ; and, double, postage shall be charged on paml})lhlets'and

" magazings not showing.on the outer pages the number of s eetsthey = -1t ",
. (09’1t’3}l}- ol ‘~"_’l§¢|l): T ! . T T | VA S
s oraei b Aokof July 2,'1836 (5 Stat. 89): 0 - 1t uiddganss

" Authorizes the Postmaster General to employ letter carriers'at suéh -
'post oﬂlceF ad’he ‘may direct for delivery of letters, except such as are,
‘addressed to persons’who'may have requested the' postmaster that .«
their latters be retained in the post office.  For the delivery of each
‘let,ter by carrier the person'to whom delivery is made shall pay not:
exceeding 2'cents; for the delivery of each newspaper and pamphlet '
one-half cent; and for every letter received by a carrier to be deposited .
in the post office there shall be paid to him ‘at the time of receipt not .
rexceeding 2 cents; such receipts shall constitute a fund for the com-

: pensation;of the carriers.;' - - St ol o

" "Act'of March 3, 1845' (5 Stat. 733, 737): 1 v v rdrag
From and after July 1, 1845, in lieu of the rates)of"post'age :n'm‘v,‘ A
established by law, there shall be charged the following Tates: SN
-.i.For every single letter, in manuscript or marks or signs, conveyed .
vunder:300 ‘miles, 5 cents; over 300 miles, 10 cents; double letter, I’
;double. rates; treble: letter, treble rates; quadruple Jetter, quadruple . :
rates; and every letter or parcel not exceeding one-half,ounce,in "
‘weight shall be deemed a single letter, and every additional weight of

“age. " Drop'letters shall be charged a postage rate of 2 cents each. - :*

mitted:through ‘the mails by‘the editors or publishers thereof to sub-

v

printed or lithograpbed circulars, handbills, or advertisements printed-

Pamphlets, ‘magazines,’ periodicals, ‘and all other printed ‘or other .

‘for each' copy not'exceeding 1 ounce in weight, and 1 cent additional

| %

: ‘ cet'|weighing ‘more :than 3 ‘pounds shall:not, beagcepted, '
for mailing iy i basi B AT T T

At of MatSh 8,11847.(9 Stat. 200-202): v IIHEAILL g
Chagtes ;i if.h
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{,exceed1ng 3,000 miles, if prepaid, 3 cents; if not .prepaid, 5. cents, '

- orless shall be charged with an additionalrate. .Drop letters, 1. cont

" 1» Newspapers not exceeding 3 ounces.in weight, sent from the office . Iy

15 cents per quarter; exceeding 1,000 miles and not exceedmg 2,000 3 s
- miles, 20 cents;per quarter; exceedmg 2,000 miles.and not exceedmg : "'In lieu of the rates of postage now establishéd by luw”there shall
4,000 miles, 25 cents per quarter; exceedmg 4,000 miles, 30 .cents per ‘ be charged the following rates, effective 1, 1855: - X

;except those sent by way of exchan%e between the publishers of news- . .

Jprivilege; and newspapers not sent from the office of publication, -

i 1o Act of August 14, 1848 (9 Stat. 320) ;.' N B LT
:«tiLetters conveyed to or from places on the Pacific in California from

‘ *those authorized by the act of August 14,1848. = - o 4&}* o

"1per: quarter; exceeding 50 miles and not -exceeding 300 miles, 10

"1 published. semlweekly, double said rates; published triweekly, treble.:. 1
. said rates; and oftener than triweekly, five times said rates. .On other
.| papers. and circulars, hand bills, engravings, :pamphlets,- perlodwals, i

.i written matter, of not more than 1 ounge, in wel }3 conveyed not’
"¢ ' exce dmg 500 miles, 1 cent; and for each additiona

i‘(louble 'said rates’ 'exces

RATES OF POSTAGE .

POSTAGE RATHES, 17891930

. mlles, treble said rates; exceeding 2,500 miles, and not exceedln 3,500 °
: miles, four times said rates; exceedmg 3,500 miles, five times said rates.
e bubsoubexs to all penodu,nls shall be u,qmred to pay one-quarter’s,’ ‘i
. postage in advance, and in all such cases postage shall be one-half, thel ;

foregoing rates. | g
. When printed matter on which postage is required ‘to be’ prepald :
~ ..shall ' be' sent without, prepayment the same shall be cherged*w:th ¥
double'thé 'prepaid rate. ! Lo
Newspapers not containing more than 300 square’ mches may bef g
: ttlhi;nsmltted to bone fide subscribers at one-fourth the rates fixed by,

, ths act. . "
‘ (Bound books made mm]able by this act.) o U
-Act of, August 30, 1852 (10 Stat. 38): ‘ BT
]* rom and after September 30, 1852, postage on all prmted matter,
passing through the mail, mstead of the rates now charged, shall be

. as follows: ., ;.
‘Kach, newspnper penodmal unsealed circular, or other artlcle of fuw
prmted matter, not exceeding 3 ourices in welght to any part of t;heq oy
United, States, 1 cent; and for every additional ounce or fractlon vl
thereof, 1 cent a(ldltlonal
When the postage upon any newspaper or periodical is pmd quar-
terly or yearly in advance, at the office of delivery or at tha, office of
mailing, one-half of said rates only shall be charged. |
Newspapers and iperiodicals not weighing over 1% ounces, when

circulated i in .the State, Where published, one-half of the rates before
mentioned, ‘i oas $
4 Small: newspapere and. perxodlcals, published monthly’ or oftener,
and pamphlets. of .not more than 16 octavo pages, sent in sin le
packages, .weighing;at least 8 ounces, to one address, and prepaid
postage stamps,aﬂixed shall be charged only one-half cent:for eac
ounce or fraction thereof.. fon
» Postage, on: all transxent matter shall be prepaid by stamps or-
_ otherwise, or shall: be charged double the rates first above mentioned.,

. i+ Books, -bound, or-unbound, not weighing over 4 pounds, shall, be,
mailable ‘matter and chargea,ble with postage at 1 cent an;ounce. for :
all'distances under:3,000-miles; 2 cents for all distances over; 3, 000
,-miles, to which 50 per cent shall be added unless prepaid. .. . .
+-All matter sent by mail, for which the postage is not fixed: by tlns v
act,-shall, unless.the same be entltled to be sent free of. postage, ;be, )

. ‘charged with letter postage..., i . ? Z; I .
TR ‘Act of March 3, 1855° (10 Stat. 641): T et NUY

cents to-or from Astoria (Oreg.), 40 cents; to or from any other pleoe A
.on Ithe Pacific Coast within the territory of the United States, 40 cents. "
* All newspapers conveyed in the mail shall be subject to postage,’
papers, and except those franked by persons enjoying the frankinge 4
‘and all hand bills or circulars, printed or lithographed, not exceeding -
‘one sheet, shall be subject to 3 cents postage each, to be.paid when
depomted in the post office to be conveyed by mail.

y This act authorized the furnishing of postage smmps to be, used m
payment of postage on mail. R )

Loy uuf nm"

Coby a0l

or to any place on the Atlantic coast, shall be charged with 40 cents -
‘postage; and letters conveyed from one :to any other place in Ceh-
fornia, 12 cents. . N
Act of September 27 1850 ) Stat. 496) : Pl iy
(Authorlzes the Postmaster General to establish post offices in- ‘the,

’I‘erntorles of Utah and New Mex1co, and to establish such rates of
" 'postage in said Territories as to him may seem proper, not excoeding

“ ‘Aot of March 3, 1851 (9 Stat. 587-589): . ; :
I‘rom and after June 30, 1851, in lieu of the rates of postage now
estabhshed by law, there shall be charged the following rates:
- For avery single letter in writing, marks, or signs, conveyed not

-and for any greater distance double said rates double letter,’ double S
‘.rates; treble letter, treble rates; quadruple, letter, -quadruple rates;
-;and every letter or parcel not exceeding. half an ounce in weight shall z
be deemed a single letter, and every additional weight of half an ounce:

jeach. .. Advertised letters, 1.cent in addition to the regular postage oo

-of publication to bona fide subscribers, shall, be charged with, postage p
_as. follows: i
:"Weekly newspapers, free w1thm the county where pubhshed and
for not exceeding 50 miles out of the county where published, 5 cents

;cents per quarter; exceeding 300 miles and not exceeding 1,000 miles, »

-For every single letter in manuscript, or paper of any kind in wnt-' i
ing, marks, or signs, conveyed in the mail not exceeding 3,000 miles,’
3 cents; and for any greater distance, 10 cents; double %etter, double"
.. rates; treble letter,; treble rates; quadruple letter, quadruple’ rates; .
"'; every letter or parcel not exceeding one-half ounce in weight shall'be .
‘deemed a single 'lotter; and every additional weight of h %f an ounce e
' “‘or; less shall .bo charged with an additional rate; the foregoin% r?tesy' g
“ to' be ‘prepaid, excopt on letters'to and from a foreign country. - ! -
v 3Drop letters shall be charged with postage at the rate of 1 cent each

£ 104274-80—2" |- . SRR

quarter " STRRTTE
N ewspepers published monthly, sent to bona fide subscnbers, one-
ifourth of said rates; published semimonthly, one-half of seid rates; ;

_magazines, books, and all other printed matter, unconnected, with.:J

unce'or fraction
“théreol, '1'cent; e)tceedmg 500 mlles, and not exceedmg 1,500 ‘miles ., "
ing 1,600/ miles,! and ‘not exceedmg“z 500"
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 (This act was the first making the prepayment of postage on domes-
tic letters compulsory and provided that, for the greater security:
of valuable letters, the Postmaster General may establish a' uniform
plan for their registration at a registration fee of 5 cents each.)

Act of January 2, 1857 (11 Stat. 153): '

Repealed the provision in the act of August 30, 1852, permitting

transient printed matter to be sent through the mail without. pre-
payment of postage. \ ‘ B

Act of April 3, 1860 (12 Stat. 11): ‘ v

Fixes the rate on drop letters delivered by carriers at 1 cent each.

Act of February 27, 1861 (12 Stat. 168, 169):

Upon all letters returned from the dead letter office thers shall be
charged the usual rates of postage, to be collected on delivery.

Bivery letter or packet brought into the United States or carried’
from one port therein to another in any private ship or vessel shall
be charged with 5 cents, if delivered at the post office of arrival; if
conveyed by post to any place, with 2 cents added to the ordinaryi
rates of postage: Provided, That upon all letters or packets conveyed,
in whole or in part, by steamers over any route upon which the mail:
is'regularly conveyed in vessels under contract with the Post Office
Department, the same charge shall be levied, with the addition of 2'
cents a letter or packet, as would have been levied if such letter or
packet had been transmitted regularly through the mail. -~ =
" Maps, engravings, lithographs, photographic prints on rollers or'
in paper covers; books, boundpor unbound, photographic paper, and :
letter' envelopes, shall be deemed mailable matter, and charged with
.postage by the weight of the package, not to exceed 4 pounds,'at-

el

' ;the rate of 1 cent an ounce or fraction thereof, to any place under
©+ 1,500 miles, and at the rate of 2 cents an ounce or:fraction thereofi

EI R TL I

;over 1,500 miles, to be prepaid by postage stamps.. * "

. " Cards, blank or printed, blanks in packages weighing at least 8

“ounces, and seeds or cuttings in packages not exceeding 8 ounces shall’

. be charged with H)ostage at the rate of 1 cent an ounce or fraction ,
- thereof, to any place in the United States under 1,500 miles; over:,

1,500 miles, 2 cents an ounce or fraction thereof'to be’prepaid:bys
_postage stamps. - : f D IR
“‘Modifies the act of March
of postage to be prepaid on letters conveyed in the mail from:anys
point in the United States east of the Rocky Mountains to-any States
or Territory on’ the Pacific, and vice versa. . . - T
+ The postage on each newspaper, periodical, unsesaled circular, or:
other article of printed matter, not exceeding 3 ounces in weight,;

' conveyed over the overland route between any State or Territory" -
east of the Rocky Mountains to any State or Territory on the Pacific,; .
shall be 1 cent; and every additional ounce or fraction thereof 1 cent. . :

additional.

i N T H D i Lo \\..’
' The rate of letter postage between any State or Territoryfeast(of ql’lef K
coast.
L e g
ENI
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Rocky Mountains and any State or Territory on the Pacific
shall be 10 cents per half ounce. - " | = .
~ (This act authorized the introduction of merchandise
"Y‘"’ ‘- e N '.‘.‘ Vol K g
e by N . . L P

Firy e e

3, 1835, s0°'as to require the 10-centrate’’ ..

. RATES OF POSTAGE .

n ot Act of March 3,:1863 (12 Stat. T04-707): -« i o idudfli

i
«Divides' mail into three classes: First class embraces »’lettersiJandf'l"'J.‘i‘Jﬁ"
matter wholly or partly in writing, except book manuscriptsiande.,:
corrected proof sheets; second class embraces publications issued"atﬁ.’r;
stated periods; third-class embraces all ‘other mailable'r'niutter.".in-":.‘ﬁ‘7
' cluding book manuseripts and corrected proof sheets. .. i e Ll
P Ifixes the maximum standard weight for the single rate of letteri', .
v, ¢ postage at one-half ounce avoirdupois. Fixes the rate of ‘postage.onyhi -
: domestic letters not exceeding one-half ounce in weightiati3.cents, ;
and 3 cents'additional for each additional half ounce or fractiont*
thereof, to be prepaid by postage stamps aftixed. : U‘H‘:’\:'/v‘é'\‘;f] .
~(This was the first law which established a uniform rate of postage;" :
on letters, re?ardless of distance transmitted.) ° x Pien ok
The rate of postage on drop letters not exceeding one-half ounce in/i
weight shall be 2 cents, and 2 cents additional for each additionall;! '
half ounce or fraction, to be prepaid by stamps affixed; “but no' extra’*:.
Fostugel or carriers’ fee shall hereafter be charged or collected uponit"
etters delivered by carriers, nor upon letters collected by them for?!:
maeiling.or'delivery.’? o ‘ S Rt
* Mailable matter, wholly or partly in writing, or so marked as'to con=! -
~ vey further information than s conveyed by the original print, in case’
.- of printed matter, or sent in violation of law or regulations touchingi !
- the inclosure of matter which may be sent at less than letter rates,’..
. and/all matter on'which'no different rate is provided by law, shall bei "
" subject to:letter postage. ~Book manuscripts'and corrected ‘proofs
passing between authors and publishers may pass at the’ rate: ofi:
printed matter. ' Publishers of newspapers and periodicals may print i
or write upon their publications sent to regular subscribers the address:
and the date when the subscription expires, and may inclose receipts:.
‘ for{)ayment;and bills- for subseription, S i
- All'matter not  enumerated as mailable and ‘to- which no specifici
rates -of: postage are assigned, if mailed, shall’ be subject ito:letter:
postage..~i © bl e : St
.+ If- any ‘matter on which by law the postage is required to be pre-'.
paid 'at- the mailing office shall reach its destination without such:’ \
prepayment,-double the prepaid rates shall be charged -and collected:
on de lvery‘yl L oo, ' ’ PN I PRI | u]f'.,!_'"
. Postage on returned dead letters not registered as valuable shall bet™:
. 3'cents for the single rate; registered as valuable, double rates.i) v/1 4
. '“Postmaster General authorized to pay 2 cents for each'letterfcon{“jf
veyed in any vessel, not employed in carrying the mail, from one placey’ '
: ;. ‘to another in the United States, or from any foreign port to.any, port}: :
- within the United States, and deposited in the post office at the. part{!
- of arrival. Such letters, if for delivery within the United States, !
shall 'be rated with double rates of postage, which shall ,cover‘thq'lfé#ig}‘-
- paid tothe vessel. ' . \ R P $
+ " 'The rate of postage on transient matter of the second class, and'|'
/-7 on miscellaneous matter of the third class (except 'circulars -;'nndg’- .
"> books), -shall be 2 cents-for each 4 ounces or fraction-thereof on onef. )
. package to one address, to be prepaid by stamps affixed; double these; .
. Tates: oribooks. ‘Unsealed circulars, not exceeding three 'in pumber,;:
< 2icents, adding one rate for three additional circulars or. less numben‘{' ,
‘ to:one.addressix. . -1 oo o by e od vang,
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;10 POSTAGE RATES, 1789-1930
; .
. Postage on matter of the second class issued once a week or more
' frequently from a known oflice of publication and sent.to regular
! subscribers shall be as follows: : o oo
. For newspapers and other periodical publications not exceeding 4.
- ounces in weight and passing through the mails or post offices of the
'United States, the rate for one quarter shall be, for publications.
'igsued once a week, 5 cents; twice a week, 10 cents; three times a
 week, 15 cents; six times a week, 30 cents; seven times a week, 35
| cents; and in that proportion, adding one rate for each issue more.
! frequent than once a week. For weight exceeding 4 ounces and not
exceeding 8 ounces, an additional rate, and an additional rate for
_each additional 4 ounces or fraction thereof; postage to be prepaid
i for not less than one quarter nor more than one year, at either the.
“ office of mailing or delivery, at the option of the subscriber. . -
- Postage on mailable matter of the second class issued less fre-:
- quently than once a week from a known office of publication and sent
" to subscribers shall be as follows: i . . - o
. Upon newspapers, magazines, and other . periodical publications
- not exceeding 4 ounces, passing through the mails or post offices of
_the United States, the rate for each such paper or periodical shall be,
"1 cent, and an additional rate of 1 cent for each additional 4 ounces or
fraction thereof; provided, that the Postmaster General may pro-

' yide for the transportation of small newspapers in packages at the -

same rate by weight when sent to one address; postage must be pre-
aid at office of mailing or delivery, at option of subscriber, for not.
ess than one quarter nor more than one year, :
" The postmaster of any office where letter carriers are employed
may contract with the publishers of any newspapers or periodicals,
and with the publishers of any circulars, for the delivery by postal
carriers, within his postal district, of any such publications not
coming through the mails, at rates and upon terms to be agreed upon,
such arrangement and terms being equally open to all like publishers,;
such contract to have no force until approved by the Postmaster.
General. The Postmaster General may provide for the delivery by
such carriers of small packages other than letters or papers, and not:
exceeding the maximum weight of mailable packages, but, such,
: packages must be prepaid by postage.stamps at the rate of 2 cents,
for each 4 ounces or fraction thereof. o o)
No postmaster shall receive to be conveyed by mail any packet or

- package which shall weigh more than 4 pounds, except books published -

» or circulated by order of Congress. o e
‘v Act of January 22, 1864 (13 Stat. 2): - by
""Clothing of wool, cotton, or linen, in packages not exceeding 2

pounds each, addressed to any noncommissioned officer or’ private
in the Army, may be transmitted at the rate of 8 cents for every 4’

ng;eral may prescribe; postage to be prepaid. = .

“wu i Acts of March 25, 1864, and January, 20, 1865 (13 Stat. 36 and.

(_}.i":'i '422): L T P A e R AR TN |
All'‘mailable matter:(with the exception of newsp

and magazines, to bona fide subscribers, and franke

matter), which

ounces or fraction thereof, under such regulations as the Postmaster

BEUER .“'l

agers; periodicals, .

' may be conveyed by mail westward beyond the western (boundarys :

. letter postage rates, thus restoring for such matter the postage rates ;|
. [

Jarly. issued ‘at stated' periods from a known Pfﬁce' of public?tilon’,‘
. A J .'_.

o fa']"On all mattgr‘.who} ly or partly in writing (except book‘munuscr‘ipt?'
* .~ and corrected proof ‘sheets passing between authors'and’ publishers;’

s

- tion of mere typographical errors); all matter sent in violation'of law’

cals not exceeding 2 ounces in weight, and circu

~ more,than.2..0unces shall be subject to a postage of 2(:Acents»,qqz[ﬁ:;
" aniiegle

<1 RATES OF POSTAGHE ::

~ of . Kansas, .and eastward from the eastern boundary. of'Ca,lifor,nia.,‘],ff

shall be subject to prepaid letter postage rates. R T THPT R
..+ Act of March 3, 1865 (13 Stat. 507): ol ol
-+ Fixes t{he‘prepnid postage on drop letters, at all offices except {rf‘rae .
delivery, at 1 cent. . ot ey
‘ iy Yoy oo be v Hiles
N Act of June 25, 1868 (15 Stat. 79): RS :z-.:nii:'; f
«t Thisract repealed the requirement of the act of March' 25,1864, .. |
pl'owdmgithat all matter other than the exceptions named in that ‘%
act and i the act of January 20, 1865, shall be subject to prepaid : -

' i |

prescrlibedf by!the act of March 3, 1863. Co
YUY i Act ‘of July 27, 1868 (15 Stat. 194-195): o
""" When any writer of a letter, on which the postage is prepaid,:sl'ml'lﬁ;:: .
indorse,in writing, or in print upon the outside thereof his name and ;.
address, the samne, after.remaining uncalled for at the post office, to’
which it is directed 30 days, or the time the writer may direct, shallbe -
returned, to the said.writer without additional postage, whether a i *
specific request for such return be indorsed on the letter or not. 1;,:,. i
Weekly newspapers sent to subscribers in the county where printed’
and published to;be delivered free of postage, when deposited in'thé .
oflice nearest the office of publication; but they shall not be distributed:
by letter, carriers unless postage is prepaid thereon at the rate of
cents per quarter for not less than one quarter nor more than one year, ;:
at the office of mailing or of delivery, at the option of the_subscﬂber: N
" Act of June'8;/1872 (17 Stat. 296, 300-304, 308) 1t -1y it
%'/ Divides'mail matter into three classes as follows: !
" Iirst-class 'shall embrace letters and all correspondence, whollyor -
partly in writing, except. book manuscripts and corrected’ proof sheets «;
passing between authors and publishers. - U R T
' Second class shall embrace all matter exclusively in print,‘and"regiltu e

[RETRYEN IV | .
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_\(alglitho.ut,,addition by writing, mark, or sign. " ey
""" Third' class'shall embrace pamphlets, occasional publications, trant
ent newspapers, magazines, and other miscellaneous mailable matter:

and drop letters); ‘all printed matter so marked s to convey any other
information’than'is conveyed by the original print (except the correcs
or regulations respecting inclosures; and all matter to which no specific';,

rate of ‘postage is assigned, postage shall be charged.at the rate of'3':
cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof, BRI R NS A
' 'Drop letters at letter-carrier offices shall be charged' withpost

at the'rate of 2 cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof, and ‘1’
for each half ounce or fraction thereof at all other offices.” '+ 'l
he rate of postage on newspapers (exceptin% weeklies), ‘periodi- '}
ars, when the same &

are giepqsited in a letter-carrier office for delivery by the office or itg’
carriers,i-shall be uniform,at 1 cent each; but perjodicals weighing'

these rates to be prepaid by stamps. " oaiigdh

biy ".‘?? " “\'4 L
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. be returned to him without additional charge for postage.

., ~-an ounce.
;
b

12 POSTAGE RATES, 1789-1030

. packages to one address, sent to subseribers, 1. cent for each 4 ounces
. or fraction thereof.

. . . i ' El
i, On publications issued less frequently than once a week, 1 cent for
~‘each issue; issued once a week, 5 cents; and 5 cents additional for each

]
! t . ' i . ; . ". . .
» :

\ ST 0! 0 {RATES OF 'POSTAGE o
.it"Q\mrterly postage on newspapers and other periodical publications
not exceeding 4 ounces in weight sent to:subscribers shall be at the

following rates: Y On and efter January 1, 1875, on all newspapers and periodical pub-.

lications mailed :from a known office of publication or news agency;
and addressed:tc regular subscribers or news agents, postage shall be’
sl charged: at the'following rates: R f
¥4 ' 'On newspapers and periodical publications issued weekly and more

issue moro frequent than once a week; and an additional rate shall be
charged for each additional 4 ounces or fraction thereof.” - - o
t Small newspapers issued less:frequently than once a-week, in

on thoseissued less frequently than once a week, 3 cents a pound or"
fraction' thereof: ' Provided, That nothing in this act shall be held to
change the rates of postage applicable under the act of June 8, 1872,
to newspapers (excepting weeklies), periodicals, and circulars de-
posited in a letter-carrier office for delivery by its carriers. - o
"' Upon the receipt of such newspapers and periodical publications at

=

- Postage on mailable matter of the third class shall be at the rate of
1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof, except that double these
rates shall be charged for books, samples of metals, ores, minerals, and

B

i Thent A
< v

el

handise. £ e . . . ;
‘ ?ﬁéﬁﬁgezeof woolen, cotton, or linen clothing not exceeding 2 pounds e t}\e office of mailing, they shall be weighed in bulk, and postage paid
in' weight may be sent by mail to any noncommissioned officer or =B thereon by a spegul &flheslvq star{q), t;’ be devised and furnished by
private in the Army, if prepaid at the rate of 1 cent for each ounce or ' s B . the Postinaster General, which shall be affixed to such matter, or
: ’ ‘ o ) to the saclk containing the same, or upon a memorandum of:such

"} Letters conveyed in vessels not regularly employed in carrying the

‘t Provides for the issue and transmission by mail of postal cards at’1

" ¢ent each. . ) )
'k :All matter so wrapped that it can not'be conveniently examined
L i . ' .

* shall be subject to letter postage. ' =~

“'General may establish a uniform system of registration.

~.scions ‘of any weight, for each of ‘such’ packages;, not exceeding'4

raction thereof. ‘

ot

mailing, or otherwise, as the Postmaster General may provide. 1

o Mailable: matter of the third class (except books published or
e circulated by order of Congress) may not exceed 4 pounds for each.
package, and postage shall be charged thereon at the rate of 1 cent.

for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof. : o

: Postage on public documents mailed by any Member of Congress,
O the President, or head of'any executive department shall be 10 cents
.~ for-each hound'tvolume, and on unbound documents the same rate
_as' that on newspapers mailed from a known'office of publication to
regular subscribers; and the postage on the Daily Congressional Rec-

3

i e

mails shall, if for delivery in the United States, be rated with double
postage, to cover the fee paid to the vessel. ‘ ‘

Y [

e

* The postage on all mail matter must'be prepaid by stamps at the
time of mailing, unless herein otherwise provided for. -~ ,
.'Mail matter on which postage is required to be prepaid, reaching
its destination by inadvertence without such prepayment, shall,be
subject to double the prepaid rates. : . ,
+ All mail matter deposited for mailing on which at least one full rate -
of postage has been paid as required. by law, shall be forwarded to its
destination, charged with the unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery.
When the writer of any letter on which the postage is prepaid shall
indorse upon' the outside thereof his name and address, such letter
shall not be advertised, but after remaining uncalled for at the office
to which it is directed 30 days, or the time the writer may direct, shall

1

1 clent,’_'vi‘,n\'-'b‘; "‘)wj‘.wi 3 A v
CLU U Act of July'12, 1876 (19 Stat. 82):. - 1 gl

. Transient newspapers and magazines, regular publications designed
primarily 'for,; advertising rpurposes, or for free circulation, or for
circulation 1at,, nominal rates, and all printed matter of the third
class, exceptiunsealed. circulars, shall be chargeable with .postage at
the rate of 1.cent for every. 2 ounces or fraction thereof. ., This act
permits limited inscriptions and addresses on such matter, . . e
Publishers of newspapers and periodicals may print on the, wrappers
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!, Any package weighing more than 4 pounds shall not be received for
conveyance by mail, except books published or circulated by order of
(Congress., . ‘ L . " o
" Prepaid and free letters shall be forwarded from one post office to  *.
another, at the request of the party_(a(‘ldrqsse‘d, without additional -
charge for postage. o S - o
.. This.act reenacted the provision of the act of March 3, 1855, provid-
ing .that. for the greater security of valuable matter, the Postmaster

Farta

which, subscription, therefor has been paid.

- Cte bisiAet of March 3;/1879°(20 Stat. 358-361): 11 e no a0

‘written matter; second,

" ‘printed matter; fourth, merchandise.

conotol o
2 i Act of January 9, 1873- (17 Stat. 408): vt o o sl
;'"Amends the act of January 8, 1872, 'so0 as'to authorize the trans-
‘mission by mail of packages of' seeds,' cuttings, bulbs, 'roots,’ and

Lol

placed orimail of other'classes.

(RPN

pounds, at a rate of postage of 1 cent for eacb,‘Z ounces or fractions ?’f
‘ Tt gt e el il

postage'shall'be/prepaid ‘at the rate of 3 cents for each half ounce or

R RIS IR

«ogiuia Act of tJune 23,.1874- (18 Stat. 232, 233, 237): - e Yy ' ;

R IRV

] . frequently than once a week, 2 cents a pound or fraction thereof,and .

ord, mailed from the city of Washington as transient matter, shall be
' N . -

of newspapers .or .magazines;sent to regular subscribers, the, time to 7. .
n TR

}..»Addresses upon postal cards and unsealed circulars may be either ..

written, printed, or affixed thereto, at the option of, the sender.; ;"

- “iRepeals a1l former laws relating to the classification of mail matter .
~ and rates of postage and divides mail matterinto four classes: First, !. |
periodical publications;’ third, miscellaneous

*'First-class matter shall embrace letters, postal cards, and-all matters .-
‘wholly .or partly in'writing, except such writing as is authorized'to be- .

'V 'On niatter of'the first class, except postal cards and drop letterd, . .

- fraction''thereof.’ 'Postal cards shall be transmitted ‘through'the - -
'mails'at & postage charge of 1 cent each. Drop letters shall be m‘a.il?‘d
4 S § e maled
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- ‘,the rate. of 1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof by stamps
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POSTAGE RATHS, 1780-1930

at the rate of 2 cents per half ounce or fraction thereof, mc]udmg ~

: dollvery at. letter-carrier offices, and 1 cent for each half ounce or iy
:fraction thereof where free (]ellvery by carrier is not established. “

.+ .1 Second-class matter shall embrace all newspapers and other peri- |

' odical publications which are issued at stated intervals, as frequently

*.as four times a year, and meet the following conditions upon whlch a

. publication shall be admitted to the second class:

-1. It must regularly be issued at stated intervals, as frequently as

- four times a year, and bear a date of issue, and be numbered con-.

'} secutively.

42. It must be issued from a known office of publication.

., 3. It must be formed of printed paper sheets, without board
cloth, leather, or other substantial binding, such as dlstmumsh
printed books for preservation fromn periodical publications.

*4. It must be originated and published for the dissemination of
information of a public character, or devoted to literature, the =,
sciences, arts, or some special industry, and having a legitimate list .

¢+ of subseribers: Provided, however, That nothing herein contained shall

. be so construed as to admit to the second-class rate regular publica-

M tions-designed primarily for advertising purposes, or for free circu-

"ilation, or for.circulation at nominal rates.

There may be inserted in periodicals advertisements attached

- permanently to the same.

¢ Publications of the second class, when sent by the publisher thereof

+and from the office of publication, or when sent {from a news agency,

“to actual subscribers thereto, or to other news agents, shall be enti-
“tled to tranamission through the mails at the postage rate of 2 cents
-a pound or fraction thercof; except that publications of the second

j class, one copy to each actual subscriber residing in the county where

i the same are printed, in whole or in part, and published, shall go -

.. free through the mails; but the same shall not be delivered at letter- -
Jearrier offices or distributed by carriers unless postage is paid thereon =

"&b the rate of 2 cents a pound or fraction thereof: Provided, That'the -
“rate of’ postage' on newspapers, exceptmg weeklies,” and penodlcals

“inot-exceeding 2 ounces in weight,’ when' the same are deposited in' & ,
1ette|—camer office for delivery by its carriers, shall be uniform at'l
icent each;  periodicals weighing more than 2 ounces shall be sub]ect

i “when delivered by such carriers, to a postage of 2 cents each.
;( -*' Third-class matter shall embrace books, transient newspapers, and
a rlodlcals circulars, and other matter wholly in print not included
(m second-class matter, proof sheets, corrected proof sheets, and
‘; manuscnpt. copy accompanying the sa,me SRR ' Cotteen
Postage on printed matter of the thn‘d class shall be prepaid at

* i .affixed.

cod Fourth-cless matter shall embrace all matter not embraced in'the
; ,\ﬁrst second, or third class, which is not in its form or nature liable
b0, destroy deface, or otherwise damage the contents of the mail bag,
. or harm the person.of any one engaged in the postal service, and is ;¥
not above the weight provided by law, which is hereby declared to boW
noq; exceeding 4 pounds for each package, except in-case:of smglew
'books*welghmg in excess of that amount, and except for books and; £
idocuments pubhshed and circulated by order of ;Congress, or official
rom any of the departments of the Government,

it

i ,t ynqtter emanatin

bior ’irom the Slmtisoman Institution.
LR

.".,

RATES OF POSTAGE 15

All matter of the fourth class shall be subject to a postage charge:
at the rate of 1 cent an ounce or fraction thereof, to be prepaid by
stamps affixed. :

No package the contents of which can not easily be examined shall

pass in the mails, or be delivered at a less rate than for matter of the .

first class.

Mail matter of the first class upon which one full rate of postage
has been prepaid shall be forwarded to its destination, charged with’
the unpaid rate, to be collected on delivery. ‘

Act of March 3, 1883 (22 Stat. 455): '

Reduces the postage on first-class matter to 2 cents a half ounce
or fraction thereof on and after October 1, 1883.

Act of June 9, 1884 (23 Stat. 40):

The rate of postage on newspapers and periodical pubhcat)ons of ¢
the second class, when sent by others than the publisher or news:
agent, shall be 1 cent for each 4 ounces or fraction thereof, to be
prepaid with stamps affixed.

Act of March 3, 1885 (23 Stat. 387):

Reduces the rate of postage on first-class matter on and after Julyf
1, 1885, to 2 cents for each ounce or fraction thereof; and fixes the.
rate for drop letters at 2 cents an ounce or fraction thereof including
delivery ut letter-carrier offices, and 1 cent for each ounce or fraction .
thereof where. free delivery by carrier in not established. S

Publications of the second class, except as provided in the act of
March 3, 1879, for [ree county circulation and for delivery at letter-::
currier olﬁu,s, ‘when sent by the publisher thereof and from the office:
of publication, or when sent from a news agency, to actual subscrib- «
ers thereto or to other news agents, shall, on and after July 1, 1885,:

"L

~ be entitled to transmission through the mails at 1 cent & pound or:

fraction thereof.

A special stamp of the value of 10 cents, attached to a letter!i in:
addition to the lawful postage thereon, the delivery of which is to be~
at a free-delivery office, or at any cmy, town, or village containing
o populution of 4,000 or over, according to the Federal census, shall®
be regarded ‘as entltlmg such letter to immediate delivery within the
carrier limit of any free-delivery office which may be designated by the’

Postmaster General as a special-delivery office, or within 1 mile of i .
the post office at any other office coming within 'the provisions of this'

section which may in like manner be designated as a special-delivery ’
office. .Such specially stmnped letters shall be delivered from 7°

~a’clock a. m, up to 12 o’clock midnight at offices designated by the‘

Postmast,er General under this act.

" Act of August 4, 1886 (24 Stat. 220):

Every article of mmlable matter upon which the special- dehver{
stamp provided for by the act of March 3, 1885, 23 Stat. 387, shall

. be duly aflixed, shall be entitled to immediate dollvexy within the -
¢ carrier-delivery "limit of any free-delivery office, and within 1 mile of -
;i any: free-delivery: oflice, and within 1 mile of any other post office*

which the Postmaster General shall at any timme designate as a speclal-\
delivery post -office. The Postmaster General may prescribe the'
hours within which such immediate delivery shall be made at any’

4., 104274—30——3 _ o,
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I . Rate of postage on seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and plants
L reduced to 1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof.
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* provided by that act, but such lnwful postage shall be collected upon
« 1ts delivery in the manner provided by law for the. collection of.

[

vl

“'post office. (By order of Postmaster General dated August 10, = i

11886, special-delivery matter shall be delivered at free-delivery offices.
on’ Sunday, and at all other oflices if open on Sunday. Special
' delivery must be made at all post oflices on holidays.)

Uil Act of July 24, 1888 (25 Stat. 347):

't 1. Act of January 16, 1889 (25 Stat. 650):

" The omission by the sender to place the lawful postage upon a
‘letter bearing special-delivery stamps and otherwise entitled to
"immediate delivery under the provisions of the act of March 3, 1885,
shall not hinder or delay the transmission and delivery thereol as-

deficient postage resulting from the overweight of letters.
;1 Act of July 16, 1894 (28 Stat. 105):

Provides that all periodical publications issued from a known °
place of publication at stuted intervals and as frequently as-four times
-a year by or under the auspices of a benevolent or fraternal society or
order organized under the lodge system and having a bona fide
membership of not less than 1,000 persons or by a regularly incorpo-
rated institution of learning or by or under the auspices of a trades-
union and all publications of strictly professional, literary, historical, or
scientific societies including the bulleting issued by State boards of
health shall be admitted to the mails as second-class matter and the
postage thercon shall be the same as on other second-class matter and -
no more: Provided, That such matter shall be originated and published
to further the objects and purposes of such socioty, order, trades-
union, or institution of learning and shall be formed of printed paper’
sheets without board, cloth, leather, or other substantial binding
such as distinguish printed books for preservation from periodical

: ' Act of June 8, 1896 (29 Stat. 262): :
+* Defines fourth-class matter as follows : Mailable matter of the fourth
class shall embrace all matter not embraced in the first, second, or. *
third class which is not in its form or nature liable to destroy, deface, , -
or otherwise damage the contents of the mail bag or harm the person
of anyone engaged in the Postal Service, and is not above the weight -
provided by law, which is hereby declared to be not exceeding 4. -
pounds for each package thereof, except in the case of single books .. .
weighing in excess of that amount, and except for books and documents - -
published or circulated by order of Congress, or printed or written .
officinl matter emanating from any of the departments of the .
Government or from the Smithsonian Institution,

Act of May 19, 1898 (30 Stat. 419):

Provides for the transmission by mail at the postage rate of 1 cent RN

a piece, under such regulations as the Postmaster General may pre- -
scribe, of written messages on private mailing cards. o

©"* Act of June 13, 1898 (30 Stat. 443—444):

" After June 30, 1898, the use of newspaper and periodical stamps
may be discontinued, and postage on second-class matter, which shall

" be prepaid, shall be collected and accounted for under such regulations - ’“""f
- a8 the Postmaster General may prescribe. 2

‘with the words “Special Delivery”. or their equivalent writlen or

- fact, giving 1 the reason therefor, and copies received. five weeks after .

. regulations as the' Postmaster General may prescribe, be separate}f?

' _‘ “‘periodical publications issued by State boards or departments of public

-RATES OF POSTAGE

- Second, third, and fourth class mail matter shall not be returned to ./,
sender or remailed until the postage has been fully prepaid on the same.’ "= 7"
In all cases where undelivered matter of these classes is of obvious '
value the sender, if known, shall be notified of the fact of nondelivery, 20
and be given the opportunity of prepaying the return postage. I R S
o Act of March 2, 1899 (30 Stat. 984): ' o Ci

Provides that all letters written in point print or raised characters %
used by the blind, when unsealed shall be transmitted through the ,
masils as third-class matter. ' . *‘i R
- Act of April 28, 1004 (33 Stat. 440): . : o

Under such regulations as the Postmaster General may establish for . . %
the collection of the lawful revenue aund for facilitating the handling .
of such matter in the mails, it shall be lawful to aceept for transmission i
in the mails quantities of not less than 2,000 identical pieces of third . &y’
or fourth class matter without postage stanps aflixed: Provided, That -
postage shall be fully prepaid thereon, at the rate required by luw for .-}
a single piece of such matter. T

Act of March 2, 1907 (34 Stat. 1244):

When,in addition to the stamps required to transmit any letter or
package through the mails there shall bo attached to the envelope or .
covering 10 cents worth of ordinary stamps of any denomination, e

printed on the envelope or covering, under such regulations as the
Postmaster General may prescribe, the suid package shall be handled, _
transmitted, and . delivered as though it bore a regulation ‘“‘Special- :
delivery ” stamp.

Order No. 340, May 15, 1907 : S
* The charge for'special delivery of mail matter shall be 10 cents for .
oach pieco to be prepaid by a special-delivery stamp, or by 10 cents - .
worth of ordinary stamps affixed thereto. : D .
i, Actof May'12, 1910 (36 Stat. 366): o L

‘That hereafter when copies of any publication of the second class,
mailed by a publisher at the pound rate or free in the county of pub-
lication, are undeliverable at the address thereon, the postmaster at

the oflice of destination shall promptly notify the publisher of the

the mailing of .the notice to the publisher, and in no instance until .
two successive: issues thereof have been published, shall, under such

returned to the publisher thereof, charged with postage at the third-
class rate. ~ All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this act are
hereby repealed. A :

to

Act of August 24, 1912 (37 Stat. 550, 551, 553, 557):" 17 3‘
Provides for the admission to the second class of mail matter of .

charities and corrections. IExtends the right to carry advertising .,
matter to periodical publications issued by or under the auspices of ..
benevolent or fraternal societies, or orders, or trades-unions, or by i@ i*

. . . . . . . A . . T i', i .
" strictly professional, literary, historical, or scientific societies; provided = t:-¥::}
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such periodicals are not designed or published primarily for ad vertising
purposes and their circulation through the mails is limited to copies
“mailed to such members as pay therefor, either as a part of their dues
- or assessments, or otherwise, not less than 50 per centum of the regular
subscription price; to other bona fide subscribers; to exchanges, and
10 per centum of such circulation as sample copies, and also provided
- that when such members pay therefor as a part of their dues or assess-
ments, individual subscriptions or receipts shall not be required. This
act also provides that the oftice of publication of any such periodical
. publication shall be fixed by the association or body by which it is
ipubl'shed, or by its executive board, and said pulﬂlC&_L}on shall be
.iprinted at such place and entered at the nearest post office thereto.
i7" Makes it the duty of the editor, publisher, business manager, or
owner of every publication entered as second-class matter, except
religious, fraternal, temperance and scientific or other similar publi-
cations, to file, not later than April 1 and October 1 of each year, and
publish a statement of ownerslinp, management, and also in the case
of daily newspapers, the average of the number of copies of each issue
of such publication sold or distributed to paid subscribers during the
" preceding six months. : . . .
Requires all editorial or other reading matter in second-class publi-
cations for the publication of which money or other valuable considera-
tion is paid, accepted, or promised, to be plainly marked “‘advertise-
“ment” and makes failure to do so an offense punishable by a fine of
not less than $50 nor more than $500. ) o
‘Iostablishes the domestic parcel-post system, effective January 1,
' 1913. Provides that fourth-class mail matter shall embrace all
"‘matter, including farm and factory products, not embraced in either
. ‘the first, second, or third class, not exceeding 11 pounds in weight

! nor greater in size than 72 inches in length and girth combined, nor.

in form or kind likely to injure the person of any postal employee,
- or damage the mail equipment, or other mail matter, and not of a
i character perishable within a period reasonably required for transpor-

- tation and delivery.

" The rate of postage on fourth-class matter weighing not more than
. 4 ounces shall be 1 cent for each ounce or [raction of an ounce; and
. on such matter in excess of 4 ounces in weight the rate shall be by

.+ "the pound, the postage in all cases to be prepaid by distinctive postage

: gtamps aflixed, and graduated according to distance or zone, for which

" 'purpose the United States and its several Territories and possessions,

i*execepting the Philippine Islands, shall be divided into units of area
i 30 minutes square, identical with a quarter of the area formed by
. "the intersecting parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude.

1 'Such units of area shall be the basis of eight postal zones.

1+ On all matter mailed at the post office from which a rural route
! i starts, for delivery on such route, or mailed at any point on such
? route for delivery to any other point thereon, or at the office from

e

delivery limits, for delivery by carriers from that office, or at any

{ pound and 1 cent for each additional pound or fraction of a pound.
!

o i The rates fixed for the various zones for the first pound or fraction - .\
.‘of & pound and for each additional pound or fraction of a- pound - .

are: . . . :

“which the route starts, or on any rural route starting therefrom, and - ‘

star C I ; Om, ar -Fifth zone, 8 cents for the first pound and 6 cents for each ad
.1 on all matter mailed' at a city-carrier office, or at any point within its

office for local delivery, 5 cents for the first pound or fraction of a '

RATES OF POSTAGE 19 -

i T . IR
Each ad-.
oSty | ditional
' pound“
i )

Cents Cents
First zone (other than local) .. .o oot eiccaceaeas b 3
Second tone.. 8 4
Third zone.. 7 y 6
Fourth zone 8 )
Flfth zoue... 9 e, 7
BIXLh Z0D€. | o e i e m e m e eam e 10 0
Seventh zome. _ . e 11 L U]
Eighth zone and between the Philippine Islands and any portion of the United Py
Btates, including the District of Columbia and the several Territorics and posses- ’ 12 v 12

LT SO

This act authorizes the Postmaster General, subject to the consent
of the Interstate Commerce Commission after investigation, to
reform the classification, weight limit, rates, zone or zones, or condi-
tions, or either, in order to promote the service to the public or to
insure the receipt of revenue from such service adequate to pay the
cost thereof. e

ARTEITY ST

: Order No. 7241, June 26, 1913, effective July 1, 1013, Che

"~ Discontinues the printing of distinctive parcel-post stamps and

authorizes the use on fourth-class or parcel-post mail of ordinary -

postage stamps.

Order No. 7349, July 25, 1913, effective August 15, 1913:, |
Increases limit of weight for fourth-class or parcel-post.matter

from 11 pounds to 20 pounds in first and second zones, and reduces .

the rates of postuge on parcels addressed for local delivery or for
delivery in the first and second zones to the following: Ior local

delivery, 5 cents for'the first pound and 1 cent for each additional -

2 pounds;' for delivery elsewhere within the first zone, 5 cents for
the first pound and 1 cent for each additional pound.

Second zone,

5 cents for the first pound and 1 cent for each additional pound.” ‘5 ;

Order No. 7705, December 6, 1913, effective March 16, 1914; ")

Places books in fourth-class or parcel-post mail and fixes the rate
of postage on parcels of books weighing 8 ounces or less at 1 cent for
each 2 ounces or fraction of 2 ounces, and makes the regular fourth-
class or parcel-post zone rates apply to parcels of books weighing more
than 8 ounces.: . C

it = . Order No. 7706, December 6, 1913, effective January 1, 1914: °

Increases the limit of weight for fourth-class or parcel-post matter
from 20 pounds to 50 pounds in first and second zones, and from 11

pounds to 20 pounds in the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and

eifghth zones. Reduces the rates of postage for the third, fourth,

fifth, and sixth zones, to the following: Third zone, 6 cents for the

first pound and 2 cents for each additional pound. Iourth zone,

7 cents for. the first pound and 4 cents for each additional dpound.
i

pound. Sixth zone, 9 cents for the first pound and 8 cents for each
additional pound. ' h

il

" Order ‘No. 7721, December 18, 1913, effective Janum.fy 1',:'1)9‘1,(1‘: k
1 Prescribes that the rate of postage on gold coin, gold. bullion, and -
gold dust shipped in the mails between any two pomts in Alaska or.

tional .

:':'f‘z""v\“;‘.'_- plibais
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[ t Cents Cents
¢ For the first and second zones..._ 1} | For the gixth zone_ __...________ 2%
For the third zone__ .. __________ 1% | Yor the seventh zone......___._.: 3

For the fourth zone_ . __.________ 2 For the eighth zone__..______.____ 3%4
For the fifth zone___.__.________. 2%

. 1 (2) On and after July 1, 1919, and until July 1, 1920—

i e ' Cents Cents -

f For the first and second zones.__. 114 | For the sixth zone_ _._..____.... 4

" For the third zone__.___________ 2 For the seventh zone.._ ._____.___ b
For the fourth zone_____________ 3 For the elghth F20) 1 U . 5%
For the fifth zone___._._.________ 3%

(3) On and after July 1, 1920, and until July 1, 1921—

i o Cents Cents

1" For the first and second zones.__. 13 | For the sixth zone_ _____________ 534

i For the third zone_ .. _._____ 24 | Yor the seventh zone___..________ 7

i For the fourth zone__.___.______ For the eighth zone._.__________ %

i For the fifth zone___.__._________ 43

v 1t (4) On and after July 1, 1921—

i .. !,i o Cents ) Cents
For the first and second zones._._ 2 For the sixth zone. .. _._____._._. 7

~ For the third zone._.___________ 3 Yor the seventh zone._______.___ 9
For the fourth zone_..__.______._ 5 For the eighth zone..__ ... _____ 10
For the fifth zone....___________ 6
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as if the whole of such publication was devoted to matter other than
-advertisements):

1 .1+ ,.(1) On and after July 1, 1918, and until July 1, 1919—

¢ !'This act provides that where the total weight of any one edition or
i ‘issue of any publication mailed to any one zone does not exceed 1
{

.. provided shall relate to the entire bulk mailed to any one zone and
f: ot to individually addressed packages.

V In the case of newspapers and periodicals entitled to be entered os
'8econd-class matter and maintained by and in the interest of religious,

i"educational, scientific, philanthropic, agricultural, labor, or fraternal - ]

}

orgnmzutxons or assocmuons not OJg&m/ed for profit and none of the
net income of which inures to the benefit of any private stockholder
or ‘individual, the rates shall be, irrespective of the zone in which
delivered (except when deposited in a letter-carrier office for delivery
. by its carriers, m which case the rates shall be the same as now pro-
ivided by law), 1} cents & pound or fraction thereof on and after July

E
|
1
i
|
:I
|
4

Provides that the rate of postage on daily newspapers, when the

|
] 1, 1918, and urml July 1, 1919, and on and after July 1, 1919, 1% cents
B4game aré deposited in a letter-carrier oflice for delivery by its carriers,

%,a pound or fraction thereof.

shall-continue to be 1 cent each, and also provides that there shall be .

no change in the free county circulation and rates on second-class
mail matter within the county of publication.

continue to be 1 cent for each 4 ounces or fraction thereof. .

e

pound the rate of postage shall be 1 cent; also that the zone rates .-,

"' Provides that the rate on newspapers and periodicals mailed by
others than the publisher or his agent or a news agent or dealer shall *

Provides that upon every parcel or package transported from one -
_point in the United States to another by parcel post on which the .

, - e 104274—3&-—4 AR SR
posbuge amounts to 25 cents or more, a tax of 1 cent for each 25 cents : . ¥
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or fractional part thereof charged for such transportation, shall be
paid by means of internal-revenue stamps aflixed.

 Order No. 1140, February 26, 1918, effective March 15, 1918

‘Increases the limit of weight for fourth-class matter to 70 pounds
for the first, second, and third zones, and to 50 pounds for the fourth,
fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth zones.

Act of May 10, 1918 (40 Stat. 548):

"'Authorizes the Postmaster General, in his discretion, to require the
payment of postage on mail carried by airplane at not exceeding 24
cents per ounce or fraction thereof. )

Order No. 1443, May 11, 1918, effective May 15, 1918: ... :

. Fixes the rate of postage for mml carmed by air plane at 24 cents
an ounce or fraction théreof, of which 10 cents shall be for special-
delivery service, the postage ‘to be fully prepaid with special airplane
postage stamps or with ordinary postage stamps. Such mail shall,
consist of matter of the first class, including sealed parcels not exceed-

ing 30 1nches in length and guth combined and be indorsed ‘‘By -

airplane.”

Order No. 1617 June 26, 1918, effective July 15, 1918: '

" Mail carried by airplane shall be clmrged with postage at the rate

of 16 cents for the first ounce or fraction thereof and 6 cents for each

additional ounce or fraction thereof, of which 10 cents shall be for
special-delivery service. C

‘- - Order No 2415, November 30, 1918, effective December 15
i 1918

* Mail carried by airplane shall be charged with ostage at the rate
of 6 cents an ounce or fraction thereof. Special delivery service not
accorded unless special delivery fee also prepaid. Do ﬁ‘

' Act of February 24, 1919 (40 Stat. 1150): - ;

Restores rate of 2 cents for each ounce or fraction of an ounce
for first-class matter, including drop letters at letter-carrier offices,
and 1 cent per ounce for drop letters at offices not having letter-
carrier service. Also restores rate of 1 cent each for Government

. postal cards and private mailing cards.

L Act of TFebruary 28, 1919 (40 Stat. 1198) and Order No 3492
L September 9, 1919:

fProvides that the rate on all fruits and vegetables mmled a.t.
a post office from which & motor-vehicle truck route, or country

- motor-express route starts, or at any point or post office on such route,

for transportation over the route and delivery to any other point or

. post office on the same route, shall be 5 cents for the first pound or
. fraction of a pound and 1 cent for each additional 2 pounds or fract10n~
~ thereof. ,

i i-.,f Order No. 3336, July 18, 1019, effective July 18, 1919: ' .\,

(Rescinded by Order No. 5075, December 16, 1920. ) .
- Mail carried by airplane shall be charged with postage at the'rate

of 2 cents an-ounce or fraction thereof Pt
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i It Order No. 3406, August 8, 1919: ‘ 5

Increases to 125 pounds the limit of weight for surplus food products
and other supplies under the control of the War Department sold to
the public by that department and distributed to the purchasers
through the mails, such increased limit to be inoperative as soon as

. such’surplus products and supplies are sold. S

) Act of April 24, 1920 (41 Stat. 583):

-Provides that when letters are returned from the dead-letter office’
to the mailers, a foe of 3 cents shall be collected at the time of delivery. . §t
' Authorizes the acceptance of first-class matter for mailing without =

postage stamps affixed under such regulations as the Postmaster
General may prescribe.

"' % Act of November 23, 1921 (42 Stat. 321), effective January 1,
o 1922:

‘Repeals the l-cent tax on parcels of fourth class or parcel-post
matter subject to 25 cents or more postage. '

Act of March 3, 1923 (42 Stat. 1434):

Provides that single sheets or portions thereof from second-class
publications sent in proof of insertion of advertisements to an adver-
tiser or his agent shall be accepted for mailing at the second-class
zone rates applicable to the advertising portion of publications.

. Resolution of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 668):

Volumes of the Holy Scriptures, or any part thereof, in raised

characters for the use of the blind, whether prepared by hand or-

printed, which do not contain advertisements, when furnished by an
organization, institution, or association not conducted for private
{)}ro.ﬁt, to a blind person without charge, shall be transmitted in the

nited States mails, when furnished at a price not greater than the
" cost price thereof, at the postage rate of 1 cent for each pound or

, fraction thereof, under such regulations as the Postmaster General
may prescribe.

1" Order No. 713, 1 30, 1924: !

' Mail carried by airplane shall be fully prepaid with postage at
the rate of 8 cents an ounce or fraction thereof for each zone or part
" of zone in which mail is carried by plane, such postage including

transportation to and from air mail route as well as transportation
- by plane. Any mailable matter may be carried, including sealed

parcels not exceeding 50 pounds in weight nor 84 inches in length and
girth combined. Special airplane stamps may be used, but in lieu

O

“Via-Air Mail” in the latter case.

- The New York-San Francisco route is the only one operated by the

Post Oflice Department and for rating of postage is divided into three

zones: (1) New York to Chicago, (2) Chicago to Cheyenne, and (3)

Cheyenne to San Francisco.

" Aot of February 2, 1925 (43 Stat. 805): L b
Provides for the transportation of air mail under.ceontract, the

| rates of postage on such mail to be not less than 10. cents. for each |

| ounce-or fraction thereof. . P

v, B . e FIETRI WO 101 X
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thereof ordinary stamps may be used, the matter being indorsed ;
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{5+ Act of February 20, 1925 (43 Stat. 955): Lol

" Authorizes the PPostmaster General’ to issue permits to persons'

", using Government stamped envelopes to deface the postage stamps

thereon in connection with the placing on the envelopes of the name

of the post office and State of mailing, together with such other

indicia’ as may be prescribed, such envelopes being known as pre-

“canceled stamped envelopes.

1, Act of February 28, 1925 (43 Stat. 1066-1069), effective
., April 15, 1925: .
Increases the rate of postage on private mailing cards to 2 cents
each. ;

Changes the rates of postage per pound on the advertising portions
of publications entered. as second-class matter to the following:

. Tor the first and second zones, 2 cents; third zone, 3 cents; fourth,
‘fifth, and sixth zones, 6 cents; seventh and eighth zones, 9 cents.

- Inereases the rate of postage on publications of the second class

. maintained by and in the interest of religious, educational, scientific,

philanthropic, agricultural, labor, and fraternal organizations or
associations not organized for profit and none of the net income of
which inures to the benefit of any private stockholder or individual,
to 1% cents por pound or fraction thereof.

~ Provides that the rate of postage on publications entered as second-
class matter, when sent by others than the publisher or news agent,
shall be 2 cents for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof for weights not
exceeding 8 ounces, and for weights exceeding 8 ounces, the rates

-prescribed for fourth-class matter shall be applicable.

Defines third-class matter to embrace all matter not exceeding 8

- ounces in weight not coming within matter of the first or second class.

IMixes the rate of postage on third-class matter at 1} cents for each
2 ounces or fraction thereof, except that the rate of postage on books,
catalogues, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and plants shall be
1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof.
" Provides that the written additions permissible under existing law
on mail matter of the third and fourth classes shall be permissible on
either of these classes without discrimination on account of classifica-
tion. i .
i Defines fourth-class matter to embrace all matter weighing in excess
of 8 ounces not coming within matter of the first or second class,

and.prescribes that there shall be a service charge of 2-cents on each .

parcel, except upon parcels collected on rural-delivery routes. -+ = <
- Provides that parcels of fourth-class matter on which 25 cents
postage is prepaid in addition to the postage at the regular rates and
indorsed ‘“Special Handling” shall receive the same expeditious

" handling, transportation, and delivery accorded to mail matter of the

first class. .

" Authorizes the Postmaster General, subject to the consent of the
Interstate Commerce Commission after investigation, to modify the
parcel-post rates of postage, limit of weight, zone or zones, or conditions

‘1n order to promote the service to the public or to insure the receipt
of Tevenuerirom such service:adequate to pay the cost thereof.;

. Authorizes- the Postmaster General to conduct experiments inthe,
operation, on not more than 50 rural routes, to develop and encourage

‘the transportation of food products directly from producers to con- : e

sumers or vendors and for that purpose to reduce to such extent ‘as’
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he may deem advisable, the rate of postage on food products mailed
directly on such routes for delivery at the post offices from which

such routes start and to allow the rural carriers thereon a commission

on the postage so received, the amount so paid not to exceed the

actual amount of revenue derived from the experimental service.
‘Provides that to procure the immediate delivery of mail matter

weighing more than 2 pounds and not more than 10 pounds, stamps.

~to the value of 15 cents shall be afﬁxpd in addition to the regular
“postage; to procure the immediate delivery of mail matter weighing

more than 10 pounds, stamps to the value of 20 cents shall be aflixed
in addition to the regular postage. L

Reenacts the provisions of the act of March 2, 1907, permitting the
use of ordinary stamps in payment of special-delivery service.

i ! "Order No. 3817, January 19, 1926:

" 'The rates of postage on mail carried by airplane on contract air-mail

routes shall be 10 cents for each ounce or fraction thereof on each
route or part thereof not exceeding 1,000 miles in length; 15 cents

for each ounce or fraction thereof on each vroute or part thereof ex-
- ceeding 1,000 miles and not exceeding 1,500 miles in length; and 20
. cents for each ounce or fraction thereof on each route or part thereof
- over,1,500 miles in length, direct air mileage to control in each case,
" with'5 cents for each ounce or fraction of an ounce additional for each

air-mail zone or part of such zone the mail is carried over Govern-
ment operated air-mail routes. Such postage includes any necessary

_transportation to and from the contract air-mail routes except by air,

mail,

+-The rate of postage on mail carried on the New York-Chicago night
. route (Government-operated) shall be 10 cents for each ounce or
 fraction thereof.

.i * Order No. 3880, February 4, 1926: S '

‘fProvides that official matter exceeding 4 pounds in weight which
is not mailable free under the penalty privilege shall be embraced in
fourth-class mail and accepted for mailing at the rates prescribed for

»~ fourth-class matter.

' Act of July 3, 1926 (44 Stat. 890): .
. Provides that the rate of postage on hotel and steamship room
keys with metal or fiber tags securely attached thereto, there being
ingelibly stamped upon such tags explicit post-office address and

+ instructions directing that key and tag be returned to the hotel or
steamship of their origin, shall be 5 cents for each 2 ounces or fraction
- thereof if postage be collected on delivery. -

!¢ Order No. 4961, December 23, 1926, effective February 1,
1927

The rate of postage on mail carried by airplane on either Govern-

ment-operated or contract air-mail routes or on both, shall be 10

cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof regardless of distance..

<t Act of May 17, 1928 (45 Stat. 594):

"The rate of postage on air mail shall not be less than 5'cents for -

each ounce or fraction thereof. ‘ .
. Act of May 29, 1928 (45 Stat. 940-944):

: Rc‘aduces the rate of postage on private mailing cards to 1 cent each.

" additonal pound or fraction thereof,

RATES OF POSTAGE ' 27

Provides for the acceptance without prepayment of postage of

. business reply cards and letters in business reply envelopes, the

postage thereon at the regular rate, together with an additional

postage charge of not more than 2 cents on each card and letter, to be
collected on delivery. o

« Provides that on short-paid mail matter of the first class reaching -

the office of address, the deficient postage and, if it is short more than
one rate (2 cents), an additional charge of 1 cent for each ounce or
fraction thereof -shall be collected. : o

Provides that the rates of postage per pound on the advertising
portions of publications entered as second-class matter shall be as

follows: First and second zones, 1% cents; third zone, 2 cents; fourth

zone, 3 cents; fifth zone, 4 cents; sixth zone, 5 cents; seventh 20n6,
6 cents; eighth:zone, 7 cents. b

Provides that when the number of individually addressed copies
‘or packages of certain publications sent outside the county of publica-
tion is more than 32 and not in excess of 48 to the pound, double the

regular rates shall be charged; when there are more than 48 and not -

in excess of 64 such copies or packages to the pound, three times the
‘regular rates shall be required, and for each additionsl 16 individually
addressed copies or packages to the pound in excess of 64 there shall
be & corresponding increase of postage over the regular rates. - .- . i
.* Reduces the rate of postage on publications entered as second-class
matter, when sent by others than the publisher or news agent, to 1
cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof. et
Fixes:the rate of postage on third-class matter at 1} cents for each
‘2 ounces or fraction thereof, except that the rate of postage on bhooks,
catalogues, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, and plants shall be
1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof, except for library books:
Provided, That separately . addressed identical pieces of third-class
mattor shall be accepted under such regulations as the Postmaster
General may establish for facilitating the handling of the matter in
the mails, in quantities of not less than 20 pounds or of not less than
200 pieces, at the rate of 12 cents for each pound or fraction thereof,
except In the case. of books, catalogues, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots,
scions, and plants on which the rate shall be 8 cents for each pound
or fraction thereof computed on the entire bulk mailed at one time,
but the rate shall not be less than 1 cent a piece. v
. - Fixes the. following zone rates of postage on fourth-class matter
for the first pound .and for each additional pound: ' o

RN Firs . !
R ' lm:]'ntd Additional pounds

Cents !

1 cent (each 2 pounds).
1 cent (each pound).

2 cents (each pound).

Local delivery, including delivery on rural routes 7
7
8
g 4 cents (ench pound). ;
2
3

First and second zones !
I'hird zone

Flfth zone....

6 cents (each pound).

ggt(:\u:gnz«z.u.é. R io 8 cents (each pound).
................................. .- 1 .

Elghth zone-.._. ... . 1111 e H 0 cents (each pound)

12 cents (each-.pound).

! Except where the distunce by the shortest regular mail route from the office of origin to the office of
delivery i3 300 miles or more, in which case the rate shall he 8 cents for the first pound and 2 cents for;each

Vo
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Provided, That the rate of postage on matter of the fourth class
-when mailed on rural routes shall be, for local delivery and for delivery
;within the first, second, and third zones, 2 cents less than the rates |
.prescribed above, and for delivery within the fourth, fifth, sixth,
.seventh, and eighth zones, 1 cent less than the rates above prescribed.

Reenacts provision authorizing the Postmaster General, subject to .
consent of the Interstate Commmerce Commission after investigation,. 1§
to reform classification, weight limit, rates, zone or zones, or condi- "} @
tions, or either, applicable to fourth-class matter, in order to promote ;7 gl
the service to the public or to insure the receipt of revenue from such
service adequate to pay the cost thereof. : 5

Provides that the rate of postage on library books containing no ‘- »: i
advertising matter other than incidental announcements of books, » ;44
when sent by public libraries, organizations, or associations not organ- '
ized for profit and none of the net income of which inures to the benefit : {:
of any private stockholder or individual, as a service to county or'- :+
other unit libraries, or as a loan to readers, or when returned by the
libraries or readers to such public libraries, organizations, or associa- 1
tions, shall be 3 cents for the first pound and 1 cent for each additional - - %
pound or fraction thereof, when addressed for local delivery or for =’
delivery in the first, second, or third zone, or within the State n which '
- mailed, provided that the regular third or fourth class rate shall apply 3
in every case where such rate is lower than the rate herein prescri )e({. R

Provides that parcels of fourth-class matter indorsec‘ “Special
Handling "’ shall receive the same expeditious handling, transportation,
and delivery accorded to mail matter of the first class on prepayment
by means of stamps aflixed, in addition to the regular postage, of 10
cents for parcels weighing not more than 2 pounds, 15 cents for parcels
weighing more than 2 pounds but not more than 10 pounds, and 20
cents for parcels exceeding 10 pounds in weight. B

To procure immediate delivery of mail matter of the first class -
weighing not more than 2 pounds, stamps of the value of 10 cents shall
.be affixed in addition to the regular postage; matter weighing more -
: than 2 pounds and not more than 10 pounds, stamps to the value of 20
cents shell be affixed in addition to the regular postage; and matter, *;

.weighing more than 10 pounds, stamps to the value of 25 cents shall Acts of May 9, 1930 (Public 183 and 184): R
. be affixed in addition to the regular postage.

- A . . - SEDA 14 (i + The Postmaster Genersl is authorized, under such regulations as
:Mail matter of other than the first class bearing, in addition to the . ‘ " he may prescribe, to issue a permit to persons using Government-

.regular postage, a special-delivery stamp of the proper denomination 'w.:* .stamped envelopes and to persons using Government postal cards to

or the equivalent thereof in ordinary stamps, with the words “Special * L " doface the postage stamps thereon in connection with the placing on -
the envelopes and postal cards of the name of the post office and

-Delivery’” written or printed on the wrapper when ordinary stamps ' 4! ’4;
* are used, shall receive the same expeditious handling and transporta-': " State of mailing, together with such other indicia as may be prescribed. '
.- Under such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe, . -

~* tion as is accorded to mail matter of the first class and shall be accorded .. . v
immediate delivery at the office of address under such regulations as ‘undeliverable parcels containing perishable matter may be sold and - ¢
the amount realized, less a commission of 10 per centum, but in no = '~

. the Postmaster General may preseribe. % .
' To procure immediate delivery of mail matter of other than the" " case less than 15 cents, shall be remitted to the sender or other, .
. rightful owner. (Order No. 10406, June 18, 1930, prescribes that

first class weighing not more than 2 pounds, stamps to the value of ;
- 15 cents shall be affixed in addition to the regular postage; weighing" postage-due stamps representing the amount retained as commission
».for the sale of the articles shall be affixed to the parcel or to a tag or

+more than 2 pounds but not more than 10 pounds, stamps to the: } »
.+ value of 25 cents shall be affixed in addition to the regular postage,. i. e cheet, of paper attached to the article, canceled and delivered with
“the matter to the purchaser.)

t and for matter weighing more than 10 pounds stamps to the value of ¥ }; -
i 35 cents shall be aflixed in addition to the regular postage. i > 'The Postmaster Gencral may charge a fee of 10 cents for postal .’
o " services in effecting'delivery of collect-on-delivery mail upon terms - .
' “differing from those originally stipulated at the time of mailing.

"Order No. 7773, June 7, 1928, effective August 1, 1928: ‘ :

1« The rate of postage on air mail shall be 5 cents for the first ounce
‘i and 10 cents for each additional ounce or fraction thereof.

Air mail routes established by instructions of Second Assistant
Postmaster General dated December 19, 1928, and January
‘18, 1929:

" 'Air.mail service established between Miami, Fla., and San Juan,

- P:R., beginning January 9, 1929, and between Miami and Cristobal,

‘Canal Zone, beginning February 4, 1929. Rate of postage to and .

~ from the United States and Porto Rico, 10 cents for each half ounce

' or fraction, in addition to regular postage, and to and from the United

" States and. Canal Zone, 25 cents for each half ounce or fraction, in

" addition to regular postage. T

‘- 7"+ Change'in air mail rates by -instructions of Third Assistant . |
© ¢ 7 Postinaster General dated March 20, 1929:

[

" " "Rate on air mail to and from the United States and Porto Rico, and A
" to and from the United States and Canal Zone, 10 cents and 25 cents, . | .
respectively, for each half ounce or fraction thereo, including regular :
postage. . ]

Further changes in air mail rates by instructions of Third
S Assistant Postmaster General dated August 26, 1929, effec-

EREY itive September 20, 1929: - .

‘ ' The rate of postage on air mail exchanged between the United State

or Porto Rico and the Virgin Islands of the United States, is 10 cents . -
for ench hulf ounce or fraction thereof; and on such mail exchanged = -+

" between the Virgin Islands of the United States and the Canal

" Zone, 25 cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof. o

Order No. 8228, September 8, 1928, effective October 1, 1928:
Rates on business reply cards and letters in business reply envelopes N
. reduced, effective October 1, 1928, to 2 cents for business reply cards, '
- "and for letters in business reply envelopes to 2 cents an ounce or

fraction thereof plus 1 cent additional for each letter. .
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Act of April 9, 1816 (3 Stat. 265): ! IITE R
i Extended the time during which Members of Congress might enjoy
~ . the franking privilege to 30 days previous to each session of Congres
and for 30 days after the termination thereof. ' -
Act of March 1, 1817 (3 Stat. 350): T

All letters and packets to and from James Madison, now Presiden
of the United States, after the expiration of his term of office, and
during his life, shall be carried by mail free of postage.
y Act of March 3, 1817 (3 Stat. 368): Co
. All Jetters and packets to and from the Comptroller and Auditors
. of the Treasury Department shall be conveyed fres of postage. ...
' Act of April 14, 1818 (3 Stat. 427): e
All letters to and from the Commissary General, which may relate

" to his office duties, shall be free from postage. I
Resolution of February 15, 1819 (3 Stat. 537): SR

militia of each State or Territory the right to receive by mail free of ' &
postage, from any major, or brigadier general thereof, and to transmit | 1§
-to said generals any letter or packet relating solely to the militia of. /' + 18

such State or Territory. ‘ i {1eRs

'

+ Act of December 17, 1810 (2 Stat. 614):

Authorized Members of Congress, the Secretary of the Senate,
and Clerk of the House of Representatives to mail, free of postage, i  #15;

the message of the President of December 5, 1810. ol
Act of November 18, 1811 (2 Stat. 667): s
Authorized Members of Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and . Lok

Clerk of the House of Representatives to mail, free of postage, the, .. ¢}
several messages of the President of November 5 and 7, 1811. ‘
Act of April 25, 1812 (2 Stat. 718): A
Extended the franking privilege to the Commissioner of the Land ; '
Office. il
Act of November 12, 1812 (2 Stat. 787):

'.Authorized Members of Congress, the Secretary of the Senate;:fz
and Clerk of the House of Representatives to mail, free of postage,
the message of the President of November 4, 1812. !

Act of February 27, 1813 (2 Stat. 806): S

All letters or packages not exceeding one-half ounce in weight,, .
containing vaccine matter or relating to the subject of vaccination,
shall be carried by mail, free of postage, to or from the agent appointe(i, o
to carry out the provisions of the act to encourage vaccination. X

Act of July 13, 1813 (3 Stat. 4): :

All letters and packets to and from the Superintendent General *
of Military Supplies, which relate to his official duties, shall be free . '
of postage. : g

Act of July 24, 1813 (3 Stat. 39), and act of April 18, 1814"
(3 Stat. 139): L
All letters and packages to and from the Commissioner of the
Revenue, of whatever weight, shall be received and conveyed by,
mail free of postage. '
Act of July 28, 1813 (3 Stat. 48):

Authorized Members of Congress to mail, free of postage, the
message of the President of July 12, 1813, and documents accompany+ - .
ing the same. B

Act of April 18, 1814 (3 Stat. 133):

Authorized the Secretary of State to mail, free of postage, docu~
ments printed by either House of Congress consisting of communica- -
tions and reports made to Congress by the President and heads of . :
departments. B

. Act of March 3, 1815 (3 Stat. 240):

All letters to and from the collectors of the direct tax and internal
duties, relative to their official duties, shall be conveyed free of postage,
Vo s

o
!

i o

t '

Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to mail, free of postage, the documents accompanying the
report of the committee appointed by the House of Representatives
to examine into proceedings of the Bank of the United States.

Act of December 14, 1819 (3 Stat. 539):

Authorized Members of Congress, Delegates from the Territories,
the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to mail, free of postage, any documents which have been, or may
be, printed by order of either House during the Sixteenth Congress.

Act of March 13, 1820 (3 Stat. 548): .

Accorded to ‘the President of the Senate pro tempore, and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives for the time being, the same
privilege for {ranking letters and packets as applicable to letters and
packets to and from the Vice President. IR

Act of December 19, 1821 (3 Stat. 649): .
Authorized Members of Congress, the Delegates from Territories,
the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to mail, free of postage, any documents which have been, ‘or
may be, printed by order of either House. : SRR

Act of March 3, 1825 (4 Stat. 110): e
Provides ‘that letters and packets to and from the following officers

o

L0t

Each postmaster, letters or packets not exceeding one-half ounce in
weight; each Member of the Senate, each Member and Dolegate of the
llouse of Represontatives, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of
the House of Representatives, provided each letter or packet (except
documents printed by order of either House of Congress) shall,not
exceed 2 ounces in weight, during their actual attendance’in ‘any
" session of Congress and 60 days before and after such session; and in
" _case of excess of weight, that excess alone shall be paid for;'the Presi-
‘dent, Vice ‘President,: Secretaries of State, Treasury, War,1 Navy,

.. Attorney General, Postmaster General, and the Assistants Postmaster

TR R

S : ARSIy |
. -

Authorized Members of Congress, Delegates ‘from Territories,;the ‘

of the United States shall be received and conveyed free of postage: i

" General, the Comptrollers of the Treasury, Auditors, Register, Treas-" " !
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urer, and Commissioner of the General Land Office, and such individ- .-

ual who shall have been or may hereafter be President of the Umted
States, and each may receive newspapers by post free of postage. .
Postmasters shall not receive, free of postage, more than one dallv
newspaper each, or what is eqmvalent thereto; nor shall Members of
.the Senate, or of the House of Representatives, the Clerk of the House,

or Secretmy ‘of the Senate receive newspapers free of postage nft,er . :~‘. g
y \,

their pnvﬂege of franking shall cease.

Act of March 2, 1827 (4 Stat. 238):
Provides that the Cnmmlssmners of the Navy Board, The Adjutant
General, the Commissary General, Inspectors General, Quartel master
General Paymaster General, the Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of

the House of Repusentat;vea and the Superintendent of the Patent .

Office may frank and receive letters and packages free of postage.
i Resolution of April 3, 1828 (4 Stat. 320):

Authorized the Speaker of the House of Representatives to frank
and receive letters and packages by mail free of postage.

.i " Resolution of May 23, 1828 (4 Stat. 320):

"+ Authorized Charles burroll of Carrollton, the only surviving signer - : o
of the Declaration of Independence, to receive and transmit letters

and packages by mail free of postage.

* Act of May 29, 1830 (4 Stat. 416):
- +All letters to and from the Solicitor of the Treasury, relating to

the duties and business of his office, shall be transmitted by mail - -

free of postage.

Resolution of January 13, 1831 (4 Stat. 495):

Continued in effect the act of December 19, 1821, with respect to .

thmtransnnssnon of certain documents in the mails free of postage.
,‘ Acc of July 9, 1832 (4 Stat 564): ‘

Al'l letters and puckngoq to and from the Commissioner of Indian
Aﬂ'qlre, touching the business of his oflice, shall be free of postage.

;; .\ Act of July 13, 1832 (4 Stat. 575):

-i 'All communications to or from the Secretary of the Board of Com-

missioners to examine claims under the convention w1th France, on
its business, shall pass by mail free of postage.

Resolution of July 14, 1832 (4 Stat. 608):

.- Provides, that the document containing the Fifth Census be trans- "

mltt.ed free of postage by mail to Members of Congress and to other
persons entitled to receive the same.

71 b Act of July 30, 1834 (4 Stat. 740):

* The governors of the several States may transmit by mail, free’ of
yostage, all letters, reports, records, and documents of their respectlve
tates which may be directed by the legislatures of the several Sta.tes

to be transmitted to the executives of other States. .
Ul

¢ o Act of March 3, 1835 (4 Stat. 779): ‘ iy

'

i Contmued t,he franking privilege of the Commxssxoner of Pensions, oL
Wredipa Y AR i

i
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Act of July 2, 1836 (5 Stat. 88):

""Provides that no postmaster shall receive, free of postage or frank
any letter or package containing anything other than puper or money.
‘ Act of July 2, 1836 (5 Stat. 107):

-All letters and packng,es to and from Dolly P. Madison, widow of
Ja,mes Madison, shall be received and conveyed by post free of postage
for and during her life.

Act of July 4, 1836 (5 Stat. 118): ‘

The Commlssumel of Patents may send and receive by mail free of
postage letters and packages relating to the business of his ofﬁce !;
v Act of July 5, 1838 (5 Stat. 259): :

All letters and packages on public business, to and from the com-
manding general, the colonel of Ordnance, the Surgeon General, and
" the head of the T()p()gl aphical Corps, shall be free of postage. =

Act of September 9, 1841 (5 Stat. 461): T

" All letters and packets carried by post to and from Mrs. Harrison,
widow. of William Ienry Harrison, shall be conveyed free of postage
during her natural life. a

Act of August 31, 1842 (5 Stat. 580): S
'+ Authorized the chief of each bureau attached to the Navy Depart-
ment to frank communications from his bureau; and all communica~
tions to his'bureau, on the business thereof, shall be free of postage.~
Act of Jsmuary 20, 1843 (5 Stat. 597): :

The Commissioner of Penslons is accorded the privilege of sendmg -
and receiving letters and packets by mail free of postage. R

i

Act of February 15, 1843 (5 Stat. 600): A

"The privilege of franking public and official documents accorded
the Secretary of State extended to the chief clerk in that oHice ,

Act of March 3, 1845 (5 Stat. 732-735, 739):
Repealed all prior acts conferring upon any person whatsoever

ey

RN

_ the right or privilege to receive and transmit through the mails,

free of postage, letters, packets, newspapers, periodicals, or other
matters, but it also restored the free mail privilege in part.

"Provides that Members of Congress and delegates from Territories
may receive letters not exceeding 2 ounces in weight free of postage
during the recess of Congress. Members of Congress and Delegates
from Territories, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House
~of Representatives are authorized to mail, free of postage, any
documents which have been or may be prmt,ed by order of either
House of Congress, and may during each session of Congress and for
a period of 30 days before the commencing and 30 days after the end

~ of each session send and receive through the muails, free of postage,

any letter, newspaper, or packet not exceeding 2 ounces in weight,
and they shall have the right to frank written letters from themselves

.. during the full year, The same franking privilege which is accorded
! . t0.the Members of the two Houses of Congress is also extended to
-*the Vice President.’" This act continues the franking privilege.to.the

President, to all ex-Presidents, and to the widows of former Presidents

SO Mudlson and Harrison; also continues the free mail privilege prescribed
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by the act of July 30, 1834, under which certain letters, reports,
records, and documents may be sent in the mails free of postage by
the governors of the several States.

Continues the exchange, free of postage, of newspnpers between
the publishers thereof and provides that all newspapers of not more
than 1,000 square inches in size may be transmitted through the
mails, free of postage, by publishers thereof to all subscribers or other
persons within 30 miles of the place of publication.

Requires all officers of the Government theretofore having the
franking privilege to keep account of all postage charged to and
payable by them upon letters, packages, or other matters received

.through the mail, touching the duties or business of their respective

offices; and said accounts for postage shall be allowed and paid
quarterly out of the contingent fund of the bureau or department
to which the officers may be attached; .and the several deputy
postmasters throughout the United States shall be authorized to
charge and have allowed to them in the settlement of their accounts
with the Post Office Department all postage which they may have
paid or had charged to them for letters, packages, or other matters
received by them on the business of their offices or of the Post O[Hce
Department.

The three Assistant Postmasters General shall be entitled to have
remitted by the postmaster in Washington all postage charged upon
letters, packages, or other matters received by them touching the
business of the Post Office Department.

Fach of the Assistant Postmasters General is authorized to mall
free of postage, any letters, packages, or other matters 1elutmg
exclusively to Ins oflicial duties or to the business of the Post Om(e
Departiment and shall indorse over his signature ‘“Official Business.’
The several deputy postmasters may send through the mail, free of
postage, all letters and packages which it may be their duty to
transmit to any person or place, and which shall relate exclusively
to the business of their respective offices or to the business of the
Post Office Depar t,m(\m., and shall indorse over their own signatures
“Post Oflice Business.’

The Postmaster General is hereby required to cause accounts to
be kept of the postage that would be chargeable at the rates prescribed
in this act upon all matter passing free through the mails, and the
sum thus chergeable shall be paid to the Post Office Department
from the contingent fund of the two Houses of Congress and of the
other departments of the Government for which such mail service
may have been performed, and where there is no such fund, they shall

be paid out of the Treasury of the United States. '

Act of March 1, 1847 (9 Stat. 148):

‘All Members of Oono‘ress, Delegates from Territories, the Vlce
President, the Seu‘emry of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House
of Representatweq may send and receive public documents free of

E))ost,atre during their terms of office and up to the first Monday of .
Members of .
Congress may send and receive, free of postage, all letters and packages

ecetnber followmg the expiration of their terms.

not weighing over 2 ounces, up to the first Monday in December
following the expiration of their terms of office; the Secretary of the

Senate and Clerk of the House of Representatlves may send and

Pagc o oomar 7 — Y

FREE MAIL 39

receive, free of postage, all letters and packages not weighing over
2 ounces, during their terms of oflice.

Act of March 2, 1847 (9 Stat. 153):

Provides that each deputy postmaster, whose compensation for
the last preceding year did not exceed $200, may send all letters

‘written by himself, and receive all written communieations addressed

to him, on his private business, which do not exceed one-half ounce
in weight, free of postage.

Act of March 3, 1847 (9 Stat. 200-202):

All letters, newspapers, or other packets, not exceeding 1 ounce
in weight, directed to any officer, musician, or private of the Army
of the Umted States in Mexico, or at any post or place on the frontier
of the United States, hordering on Mexico, shall be conveyed in the
mail free of postage during the present war and for three months
after the same may be terminated. )

Repealed the provision of the act of March 3, 1845, requiring the
Postmaster General to. cause accounts to be kept of the postage that
would be chargeable at the regular rates upon matter mailed free and
that the Post Office Department shall be paid for such free service
from the contingent fund of the two Houses of Congress and of the
other departments of the Government for which such mail service
may have been performed; in lieu of such payment, and in compensa-
tion for such mail service as may be performed for the several depart-
ments of the Government, there shall be paid to the Post Office
Department from the Treasury for each year’s service the sum of
$200,000, which is hereby appropriated for that purpose out of any
\umpproplmtcd money in the Treasury.

Such publications or books as have been or may be published,
plouue({ or purchased by order of either ouse of Congress, or a
joint resolution of the two Houses, shall be considered as public
documents and entitled to bo franked as such.

Act of March 9, 1848 (9 Stat. 213):

All letters and packages carried by post to and from LOU]SB.
Catharine Adams, widow of John Quincy Adams, shall be con-
veyed, free of postage, during her natural life.

Act of May 27, 1848 (9 Stat. 232):

Authorized the Commissioner of Patents to mail, free of postage,
the Annual Report of the Patent Office in the same ‘manner in which
he is authorized to send letters and packages relating to the business
of the Patent Office.

Act of January 10, 1850 (9 Stat. 421):

All letters and packages'to and from Sarah Polk, widow of James
K. Polk, shall be received and conveyed by post free of postage for
and durmg her life. L

Act of May 23, 1850 (9 Stat. 431): o )

‘

)

o
i

Authorized marshuls and their assistants to mail, free of postage,

papers and documents relating to the census, by wntmg thereon their
names and the words “Official Business, Lensus ” and the sum,of
$12,000 is appropriated out of any money in the ’I‘reasury not other-

~r -,

. wise appropriated to be paid to the Post Office Department to cover . SR
the expense of.transmitting such matter. , ceet A
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- UThe 'Congressional Record, or
" reports therein contained, shall,

|
44 FREE MAIL, 1789—1930

] .
‘i we Act of March 3, 1873 (17 Stat. 542): . . PR
‘3 Directed the Postmaster General to prepare and supply special
stamps and stamped envelopes to each of the executive departments
at- the price for which stamps and stamped envelopes of like value
are sol(f at the several post offices, to be used beginning July 1, 1873,
only for official mail matter. ~ : .

21" et of June 23, 1874 (18 Stat. 233):

'I‘Newspapers, one copy to each actual subscriber residing within the

county where the same are printed, in whole or in part, an published,

shall go fres through the mails; but the same shall not be delivered at’

.

letter-carrier offices or distributed by carriers unless postage is paid
,tl}e‘re'on. : _ C
it -+ Act of March 3, 1875 (18 Stat. 343): ' o
any part thereof, or speeches or
under the frank of a Member of

, Congress or Delegate, to be written by himself, be carried in the mail
- free of postage under such regulations as the Postmaster General may
. prescribe, and public documents dlready printed may continue to be

* the' Postmaster General shall prescribe, pass through the mails free -

mailed free under the frank of Members and Delegates of Congress
until December 1,1875. v Lo

Seeds transmitted by the Commissioner (Secretary) of Agriculture,
or by any Member of Congress or Delegate receiving seeds for distri-
bution 'from said . department, together with agricultural reports
emanating from that department, shall, under such regulations as

of'charge.. And the provisions of this section shall apply to ex-Mem-
bers of Congress and ex-Delegates for the period of nine months after
the expiration of their terms as Members and Delegates.

' Act of March 3, 1875 (18 Stat. 405):

Authorizes the Clerk of the House of Representatives to send under
his written frank free of postage until December 1, 1875, such public

_+ documents as are prescribed by law to be sent to the governors of -

Stutes and Territories. e e L C e

') 1 Act of March 3, 1877 (19 Stat. 335,336): -~ "

*'Provides that it shall be lawful to transmit through the. mail,

free of postage, any letters, packages, or other matters relating
exclusively to the business of the' Government of the United States:

! Provided, That every such letter or package. to: entitle it to pass free
- shall bear over the words ‘‘Official business’’ an indorsement, showing

" also .the name of the department and, if from:a; buresu or oflice, the
. names of the department and bureau or office, as the case may be,

" whence transmitted.

And if any person shall make use of any such

. official envelope to avoid the payment of postage on his private letter,

package; or other matter in.the mail, the person .so offending shall ,be

- deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of $300, to be

. prosecuted in
* privilege.”)

. United States to provide for itself and its subor

; any court of competent juridiction. (The free-mail
privilege accorded by this provision is. known a8 ‘the “penalty
R i vel e [

artments of the
: . inate offices thé
necessary envelopes; and, in addition to the indorsement designating

"1t shall be the duty of each of the executive de

[

“{ 'FREE MAIL "

the department in which'they are to be used, the penalty .for the
unlawful use of these envelopes shall be stated thereon.

RN

This, act also provides that Senators, Representatives, and Dela- "
gates in Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of ‘the : .
House of Representatives, may send and receive through the mail . ;

all public documents printed by order of Congress; and the name of

each Senator, Representative, Delegate, Secretary of the Senate, .
and Clerk of the House shell be written thereon, with the pro or .l -
designation of the office he holds; and the provisions of this section ;

shall apply to each of the persons named therein until the 1st dayiof

3
\-

[

December following the expiration of their respective terms of office. -
While ‘this act, together with that of March 3, 1875, restored 'part - “

of the free-mail privilege abolished by the act of March 4, 1873, 'it:
made no provision for paying the Post Office Department for the
service thus rendered free, as had been done during the 26 years prior

to July’l, 1873. \
. Act,of.December 15, 1877 (20 Stat. 10): el i

- Provides that the Vice President, Senators, Represent,aﬁvés, aril‘d
Delegates in Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the

House of Representatives, may send and receive through the mail - 1'1‘
free all- public documents printed by order of Congress and in the "

manner.provided by the act of March 3, 1877 (19 Stat. 335). ...
i1 AclofMarch 3, 1879 (20 Stat. 356, 361, 362): P

e

" TR ot . e
. P(r‘ovlld_es,t_h‘_f'zt Senatgrs, Representatives, and Delegates in Congress, -
the ' Secrotary of. the Senate, and Clerk of the IHouse of Representa- -

tives, may send aud receive through the mails free all public documents

i '.I}\"v .

e i

v
o

printed " by ‘order of Congress; and the name of each' Senator, .- :

]v{epresentaﬁve,‘ Delegate, Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the
THouseishall -beiwritten thereon with the proper designation of the

" office he holds,.and the provisions of this section shall apply to each .
- of the persons named herein until the first Monday OP

following the :exFimtion of their respective terms of office. ' -
Extends’to’ all:

Smithsonian Institution. b i

o Publications of the second class, one copy to each actual subscriber ‘
residing(in; the .county where the same are printed, in whole, or in
. part, .and; published, , shall go free through the .mails except when
+ addressed for delivery at a letter-carrier office. ;. ., o T
. ‘7 Actof March 3, 1879, (20 Stat. 477): s Cge cow
~ Proyides for the free transmission in the mails by the Superintendent -
of the Census,( his chief clerk, supervisors, and enumerators, of any
aperior document relating to the census, by writing thereon ‘Official ="

.
H

"business—Census,” with his name and official title.

. Act of December, 20,1881 (22 Stat. 1)1 | " SR

vt : 1% (AR -

. Provides : thatyall mail jmatter, carried by Apostftd“théfet,ié-{: R:

“Garfield! widowfof the late James A. Garfield, or sent by her under '

during her natural life. 1 {1,

her written. autograph signature, shall be conveyed free of postage .

N

Ly ot (add sl

December,

) ‘ officers of the United States Government the provi- .
sions ‘of the'act of March 3, 1877 (19 Stat. 335), for the 'transmission
- under the penalty privilegs of official matter in the mails free of postage -

and likewise extends such provisions to all official mail sent fromithe

RO A | v,'U'l.L'[:' ;'
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Act of March 3, 1883 (22 Stat. 563):

This act made it the duty of the departments to inclose to Senators,
Representatives, and Delegates in Congress, in all official communi-
cations requiring answers but to be forwarded to others, penalty
envelopes addressed as far as practicable for forwarding or answering
such official correspondence.

Act of July 5, 1884 (23 Stat. 158): I
Reenacts the provisions of the act of March 3, 1879, extending to
all officers of the United States Government, not including Members
of Congress, the provisions of the act of March 3, 1877 (the penalty
privilege), for the transmission of official mail matter in the mails free of
postage, the envelopes of such matter in all cases to bear indorsements

containing the proper designation of the office from which or officer -
from whom the same is transmitted, with a statement of the penalty -

for their misuse, and likewise extends such provisions to all official
mail of the Smithsonian Institution: Provided, That any department
or officer authorized to use the penalty envelopesmay inclose them with
return address t6 any person or persons from or through whom official
information is desired, the same to be used only to cover such official
information and indorsements relating thereto: Provided further,
That any letter or packet to be registered by either of the executive
departments or bureaus thereof, or by the Agricultural Department,
or by the Public Printer, may be registered without the paymentof any
registry fee; and any part-paid letter or Eacket addressed to either of
said departments or bureaus may be delivered free; but where there
is z0od reason to believe the omission to prepay the full postage thereon

o

was intentional such letter or packet shall be returned to the sender.

© Act of July 2, 1886 (24 Stat. 122): . . . - .. .
Extends the use of penalty envelopes to send official matter in the
mails free of postage to agents for the payment of pensions. '
Act of March 2, 1887 (24 Stat. 441):
Provides that bulletins or reports of progress of experiment stations
of State agricultural colleges established under the provisions of the
act of July 2, 1862 (12 Stat. 503), may be mailed free of postage under
such regulations as the Postmaster General may from time to time
prescribe. ‘ » .
Act of May 21, 1890 (26 Stat. 116):
Authorizes the free registration of census matter mailed free of
postage when indorsed: ““Official Business, Department of the Inte-
rior, Census Office, Registered.” '

Act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. 1081):
Provides that Members and Members-elect of Congress, shall have
the privilege of sending free through the mails, under their frank,
letters to any officer of the Government when addressed officially.

Act of July 13, 1892 (27 Stat. 148):

The Postmaster General is authorized to provide for the transpor-
tation of official matter of any department of the Government, oyer
any railroad or express company, whenever he can do so at a saving
to the Government and without detriment to the public service; but
this shall not apply to official matter franked by Members of Congress.
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ADDENDUM
(Act of June 28, 1886 (24 Stat. 819)) ﬂf

All mail matter carried by post to Julia D. Grant, widow of the
late Ulysses S. Grant, or sent by her under her written autograph
signature, shall be conveyed free of postage during her natural life.
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Act of August 18, 1894 (28 Stat. 412):

Extends to the National Home For Disabled Volunteer Soldiers the
use of penalty envelopes to send official matter in the ‘mails free of
postage. .

Act of January 12, 1895 (28 Stat. 611, 617, 620, 622):
Extends to the Superintendent of Documents the use of penalty
- envelopes to send in the mails free of postage official correspondence

f o o . ' FREE MAIL . 47
i
i

3 and public documents. A o

1 Official correspondence concerning the Congressional Directory may
1 be had in penalty envelopes under the direction of the Joint Commit-
3 tee on Printing. . .

3 The Vice President, Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in

Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of
Representatives may send and receive through the mail all public
documents printed by order of Congress; and the name of the Vice
President, Senator, Representative, Delegate, Secretary of the Senate,
and Clerk of the House shall be written thereon, with the proper des-
ignation of the office he holds; and the provisions of this section shall
apply to each of the persons named therein until the 1st day of
December following the expiration of their respective terms of office.

The Vice President, Members. and Members-elect of and Delegates
and Delegates-elect to Congress shall have the privilege of sending free
through the mails, and under their frank, any mail matter to any Gov-
ernment official or to any person, correspondence, not exceeding 1
ounce in weight, upon official or departmental business until the 1st
day of December following the expiration of their terms of office.

No report, document, or publication of any kind distributed by or
from any executive department or bureau of the Government, shall
¢ contain any notice that the same is sent with ““The Compliments” of
: an officer of the Government or with any special notice that it is so

sent, except that notice that it has been sent, with a request for an
acknowledgment of its receipt, may be given. , . . = - . .,

. -Act of June 8, 1896 (29 Stat. 262): ... .. ... s,
“The limit of weight of mail matter is declared to be not exceeding
4 pounds for each package thereof, except in Case of single books

-~ weighing in éxcess of that amount, and except for books and docu-
-.-ménts published or ¢irculated by order of Congress, or printed or
“written official matter, émanating from any of the departments of
- -the Government or from the Smithsonian Institution. ..., ., ..0:

v s sinAct of Feb

= - Pt toidhy
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.

ary 20, 1897 (20 Stat. 500): rizir.

Rgﬁubﬁcs established in Washington fo send official matter in the’
m sfree ofpostage' [ I NN T S RN PR
-, "/Act of June 13, 1898 (30 Stat. 443): o _
The Vice President, Members and Members-elect of and Delegates
and Delegates-elect to Congress shall have the privilege of sending
free through the mails, and under their frank, any mail matter to any
Government official or to any person, correspondence, not esceeding
2 ounces in weight, upon official or departmental business.
. Act of March 1, 1899 (30 Stat. 966):

The franking privilege, as the same is regulated by law, shall extend
to the Hawaiian Islands.

" " Fxténds the use of (i;enmy' envelopes to the Bureau of the American .
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e
e lov At of February 1, 1909 (35 Stat. 501): v b B .
** All'mail matter sent by post by Frances F. Cleveland, widow of i
Grover Cleveland, under her written autograph signature, and' byt !y
Mary Lord Harrison, widow of Benjamin Harrison, under her written!f
autograph signature, shall be conveyed free of postage’ dprmg}{t@g" R
- "natural life of each, respectively. o I{“{M‘ '
-7 Act of March 4, 1909 (35 Stat. 1134): e
"Whoever shall make use of any official envelope, label, or indorse-;"
ment. authorized by law, to avoid the payment of postage or regmtl_;{ -
7 fee.on his private letter, packet, package, or other matter in the mail, . .
shall be fined not more than $300. AR

" Act of July 2, 1909 (36 Stat. 10): T
i.'All. mail matter, of whatever class, relating to the census.and’

Act of March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1021): BT
7 All mail matter, of'whatever class, relative to the censusvand:
addressed to the Census Oflice, the Director of the Census, Assistantt
Director, chief clerk, supervisors, enumerators, or special agents,iand
indorsed ‘‘ Official business, Department of the Interior, Census Office,"”.’
shall be transmitted free of postage, and by registered mail if neces- 4y
sary, and so marked: Provided, That if any person shall make use'of:
such indorsement to avoid the payment ofypostage or registry fee on
his or her private letter, package, or other matter in the mail/: the:
person so offending shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and subject'to By

.

fine of $300, to be prosecuted in any court of competent jurisdic}tlon’,}l‘
. st
; Act of January 22,.1902 (32 Stat. 1237): I N IR

" All mail matter sent by post by Ida S. McKinley, widow of i thek ¢
late William McKinley, under her written autograph signature, shall:"

i

: i i ' RTINSt & addressed to the Census Office, or to any official thereof, and indorsed *
be‘convey ed free f)f postage during her natural life. PR \.,;,;;' \1{” . “Official business, Census Office,” shall be transmitted, free of .
o Act of April 27, 1904 (33 Stat. 313): sy e it ¢ postage, and by registered mail if necessary, and so marked: Provided,- -

" Books, pamphlets, and other reading matter in raised characters
for the use of the blind, whether prepared by hand or printed, in:’
single volumes not exceeding 10 pounds in weight, or in packages not,
exceeding 4 pounds in weight, and containing no advertising or other:. "'
matter whatever, unsealed and when sent by public institutions for, i~
the blind, or by any public libraries as a loan to blind readers, or * *
" when returned by the latter to such institutions or public libraries, - %
shall be transmitted in the United States mails free of postage under, . -
such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe. - . |

* Act of April 28, 1904 (33 Stat. 441): et
" The Vice President, Members and Members-elect of and D'eleg'atesi e

and Delegates-elect to Congress shall have the privilege of sending’
free through the mails, and under their frank, any mail matter to'
any Government official or to any person, correspondence, ‘not

exceeding 4 ounces in weight, upon official or departmental business.’
Act of June 26, 1906 (34 Stat. 477): e

‘No article, package, or other matter, except ' postage stamps, -
stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards, and internal-'.
revenue stamps, shall be admitted .to the mails under a penalty’.
privilege unless such article, package, or other matter, except postage'
stamps, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards, and';
internal-revenue stamps would bhe entitled to admission to the mails'
under laws requiring payment of postage. . ey

1t shall be unlawful for any person entitled under the law .to the '
use of a frank to lend said frank or permit its use by any committee,
organization, or association, or permit its use by any person for the,
benefit or use of any committee, organization, or association: Provided,
That this provision shall not apply to any committee composed of
Members of Congress. : Do dt T

- ' Acts of May 28, 1908, and, March 4, 1909 (35 Stat. 420'and;
“.I:;' . 1058): o : s [RLEIETRE P )

. . ) . . . AR L ";{“';E‘:"'jf‘)}
The Secretary of the Interior shall furnish frce'to‘all‘pen'siqne(mgx
franked or penalty envelopes, properly addressed, to be used by said |
Rens’lonem only forlthe return of thelr p!ension ‘vouchers, ' ¢ j A
oy e L A S Ak T e MY e by

et e e el s oy o

,That if any person shall make use of such indorsement to !av01d t,he,f, .
payment of postage or registry fee on his or her private letter, packqfe,'s,v !
or other 'matter in the mail, the person so offending shall be guilty!:.
of 'a 'misdemeanor and subject to a fine of $300, to’be.lproseguted-is‘,'i‘
in‘any ‘court of competent jurisdiction. ‘ ' :“i‘ : ,-‘“",“‘:" "J*i;;‘.
. Acts of June 14, 1910, and February 15, 1911_(36ySt}at.‘46'{:"';‘
©, and 910): 3 : AL 7{”’ )
' The " franking’ privilege enjoyed by Members ‘of "theHouse 'of: .
' Representatives is  accorded to the Resident Commissioners - to!the’ .
" United States from 'the Philippine Islands. - :‘!'i' .n;»:.‘pinl“
T BTAETY TP B
" ' Act of June 25, 1910 (36 Stat. 815): L

Special stamps shall be used, in lieu of penalty or franked enVelop!eg"','
" in the transmittal of free mail pertaining to Postal Sa.vmg“s‘ln‘a.lj:??ﬁ[.‘!
iy ' v . . e AR F IR YRR TR A 1Y Nt
177 Actiof August 24, 1912 (37 Stat. 551): oI
. Magazines,: periodicals, and other regularly issued publications,
. in raised characters for the use of the blind, whether prepared,byhand
;. or! printed, which contain no_advertisements and for which no.sub
- geription, fee:is, charged, shall be transmitted in the|mails.freeiof; %.“
postage +under such, regulations as the Postmaster jGeneral Jnaye! "

i

‘).~ prescribe. ENTYR P oo ndeinn abdig g
Act of June 30, 1914 (38 Stat. 438): -+ . g0 T dah !
. vAll--correspondence, bulletins, and reports: for the furtheranceiofs
the. purpose of -the act:of May 8, 1914, to provide)for:cooperativey.i:
~agricultural extension work between. the agricultural colleges,ini.the|;;
- several States receiving:the benefits of the act of July 2, 1862; andy;}
" .the acts-supplementary; thereto, and the United{States.Iﬁepart{meptﬁ;{‘A
- of Agriculture, may be transmitted in the mails free of postage, under;s
. such regulations as the Postmaster General, from time to tyme, may.f;
prescribe, by such college officer or other person connected‘w:lt.h‘ he
- extension department’of such college as the Secretary of:Agriculturefy;
may ' designate’ to' the, Postmaster General.” i iiisil0 ™ oy gling it
“/The act of May'8, 1914 (38 Stat. 372 and 373), prov1des-thp.t£‘ here’ -
, may'be'inaugurated in connection with the college or' colleges in'each'%
- State now receiving, or which may hereafter receive; the benefits ?ff the' i
“act of July 2, 1862 (12 Stat. 503), and of the act of August 30,’1890’3":
A o
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(26 Stat. 417), agricultural extension work which shall be carried on
in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture.
Cooperative agricultural extension work shall consist of the giving
of instruction and practical demonstration in agriculture and home
economics to persons not attending or resident in said colleges in the
several communities, and imparting to such persons information on
said subjects through field demonstration, publications, and other-
wise, ‘ ‘ ~

-+ + Act of September 23, 1914 (38 Stat. 716): : -

“. This act extends the use of penalty envelopes to all official matter

sent' in ‘the mails pertaining to the business of the postal savings
£

system.
Act of May 18, 1916 (39 Stat. 162):

. }"Provides that no article or package exceeding 4 pounds in weight

shall be admitted to the mails under the penalty privilege unless it
comes within the exceptions named in the acts of June 8, 1896 (29
Stat. 262), and June 26, 1006 (34 Stat. 477). Co

""" Act of May 18, 1917 (40 Stat. 81): S
v This act provided for the transmission in the mails free of postage

.in penalty envelopes of the War Department of correspondence

pertaining to its execution, the purpose of the act being to increase
t\qupqrarlly the Military Establishment of the United States.

*;v 1 Act of October 3, 1917 (40 Stat. 327):

|: Letters written and mailed by soldiers, sailors, and marines assigned
toi duty in.a foreign country engaged in the present war may be
mailed free of postage, subject to such rules and regulations as may
be prescribed by the Postmaster General.

k. Act of October 6, 1917 (40 Stat. 376): . |

" Provides that all mail’ matter, of whatever class, relating . to
naturalization, including duplicate papers required by law or regu-
lation to be sent to the Bureau of Naturalization by clerks of State
or Federal courts, addressed to the Department of Labor, or the
Bureau ‘of Naturalization, or to an official thereof, and ‘indorsed
“Official Business’ shall be transmitted free of postage, and by

¢

. registered mail if necessary and so marked. The use of such indorse«

ment to avoid payment of postage or registry fee on private matter

¢ is made a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $300. .

i Act of July 9, 1918 (40 Stat. 891): ‘
““Provided that an enlisted man upon his discharge or furlough to

. the reserve mifht return by mail free of postage under the penalty

i permitted to wear to his home. s
+ tive under an act allowing soldiers to retain uniform clothing.) = - G

R

i

‘Qf.'.$30,0~‘l I L A TR PR N TS Y X TRNPAEE T

label’ furnished for such purpose uniform clothing which he was

(This provision was made inopera«
1" Act of March 3, 1919 (40 Stat. 1301): ;o o

; All mail matter, of whatever class or weight, relatir_lg‘ to.the census
and. addressed to the Census Office, or to any official thereof, and

.indorsed ““ Official Business, Census. Office,”’ shall be; trnnsmi,tte(i frea '
, of postage, by registered mail if necessary, and,so marked. .. The use

of . such .indorsement to avoidithe payment,of postage or registry
fee;on private matter is made a,misdemeanor, punishable by &, fine

BRSNS R RS B PR BT

. Wilson, widow of Woodrow Wilson, under their respective writtenf‘sgi;f.

“General may prescribe.

be conveyed free of postage during her natural

" FREE MAIL

Acts of October 27, 1919 (41 Stat. 1449),
- March 4, 1924 (43 Stat. 1359):

These acts provide that all mail matter sent by post by Edith
Carow Roosevelt, widow of Theodore Roosevelt, by Florence Kling' **
Harding,  widow of Warren Gamaliel Harding, and Edith Bolling 4"

'
¥

autograph signatures, ‘shall be conveyed free of postage during'%'’
their respective natural lives. < P

Act of June 2, 1924 (43 Stat. 353): IRENR

oy

.

s
§:4
. 'The Legislative Counsel created by this act shall have the privi]ege'l"j;.v
of sending official matter in the mails free of postage in penalty ..
envelopes. . ’ e

Resolution of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 668): SR

'
Volumes of the Holy Scriptures, or any part thereof, in raised lf‘ g
characters for the use of the blind, whether prepared by hand or 3
El‘inted, which do not contain advertisements, shall, when furnished =~
y an organization, institution, or association not conducted for
private profit, to a blind person without charge, be transmitted in'’
the mails free of postage under such regulations as the Postmaster‘g{,t,

[

‘Act of February 14, 1929 (45 Stat. 1177): o
Correspondence of the members of the Diplomatic Corps of the:* -
countries of the Pan American Union stationed in the United States ™. .
may be reciprocally transmitted in the domestic mails free of post- "

, a%e and registered free, but without any right to indemnity in case 3
0

loss; and the same privilege shall be accorded consuls of such j;
countries stationed in the United States, and vice consuls when they -
are discharging the functions of such consuls, for the exchange. of v .
official, correspondence among themselves, and for that which they '3
direct to the Government of the United States, under such regulations ;!
a8 the Postmaster General shall prescribe. ' cal

" Act of June 14, 1930: o L

All mail matter sent by post by Helen H. Taft, widow of the late
William Howard Taft, under her written autoi_z,:léaph signature, shall . -
1le. B

:
o
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RATES OF POSTAGE IN EFFECT ON AUGUST 1, 1930:

Fu'st-Class Matter.——Wntten matter and all matter sealed against mspectlon,
not in excess of 70 pounds for the first three zones or 50 pounds for other zones; - ;
ostal cards; private mailing or post cards; business reply cards and letters in -}
usiness reply envelopes. Limit of size for post cards and business reply cards: - b
Minimum, 2% inches by 4 inches; maximum, 3% inches by 5%e mches No :
limit of size for other first-class matter. . n” .
Rates: Letters and packages, including those for Tocal dehvery at city or
village letter-carrier offices, or for delivery by rural or stnr-route‘
carriers from any office, 2 cents for each ounce.
,  Letters only, for local dehvery at non#etter-carrier oﬂices, 1 cent forj.
Y.t 7 each ounce. :
" Postal cards, 1 cent each.
o B (Act of February 24, 1919, 40 Stat. 1150)
, " Post cards, 1 cent each.
"' Business reply cards, 2 cents each, collected on delivery. '
Letters in business reply envelopea 3 cents for first ounce and 2 cents_
for each additional ounce, collected on delivery.
(Act of May 29, 1928, 45 Stat. 940, and Order No. 8228, dated
" September 8, 1928 effective October 1, 1928.)
Letters and packnges for other than local delivery, which are, :
‘prepaid one full rate, 2 cents, but not fully prepaid, are subject to 2 ‘?
'cents J)ostage due if short pmd only one rate and 3 cents for each 'i
unpaid ounce if short paid more than one rate.
" Alr ' Mail.—Embraces matter of all classes, not exceeding 50 pounds in welght
-nor more than 84 inches in length and girth combined. '
Rates: Five cents for the first ounce and 10 cents for each additional ounce,
except to and from Porto Rico, Virgin Islands of the United States,
and Canal Zone. o
(Act of )May 17, 1928, 45 Stat. 594, and Order No. 7773, June k()

[
T

ity

Ten cents for each half ounce to or from Porto Rico and Vlrgin Islands
" of the United States. .
! Twenty cents for each half ounce to or from Canal Zone. ‘-
- (Instruetions of Third Assistant Postmaster General, March 20,
) 1929, for Porto Rico; August 26, effective September 20, 1929, ,;‘
' o for Vlrgm Islands; and December 17, 1929, effective January (.«‘
1

1, 1930, for Canal Zone.) :
Poatage on air mail should be fully prepaid, but if prepmd ‘at’ least'
gne a;r mail rate it-may be dispatched rated with the. deﬁcxent'f,gu‘nopnt »g!ﬁm

e. U

PRI

e bt
RTINS

u
Second—Class Mntter.-—Newspapers, magazines, and other penodical pubhca
tions which have been formally ‘‘entered as second-class matter’” and bear the’:

PRSP

prcscnbed notlce to that eﬁ'ect - No limit of welght or size. Postage must, be 3"
fu]l prepaid.’ g £

‘ Kates: Mailed by others than publishers or news agents, 1 cent for each 2 'y
il iy ounces, regardless of distance or weight. . azi
o (Act of May 29, 1928, 45 Stat. 940.) S i 5
Mailed by publishers and reglstered news agents: v ! 3
Within county of publication— ! by

Vo o (AT
IR T ITITA ,,I.‘,..
boo vistnegpi 0l b

Coples to subscribers residing in county when delivered at or’ ’58 B
‘from offices not having city or village letter-carrier servlce,y i
rovided publication is rm{ed in whole or in part, in county,; {1
ree; (llf publication is wholly prmted outslde county, 1 cent. 8
poun A .
" CopleB of all publications addressed for. dellvery at or from letter-’ i
carrier offices in county other.than office of, mailing; copies- ofi;sf
weeklies addréssed for local delivetry by letter carriers, and
copies of all publications addressed for delivery through general 1 {i
' - delivery or post office boxes at letter-carrier offices, l cent a ! J..
H
i
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POSTAGE RATES, 1930 ' S

N
Ly
Second-Class Matter—Continued. . m
Rates—Continued. A
Mailed by publishers and registered news agents—Continued. Vv

Within county of publication—Continued. T

) Copies of newspapers other than weeklies, regardless of weight,

67 .1 " and copies of periodicals not exceeding 2 ounces, addressed for!
local delivery by city or village letter carriers, 1 cent each copy.

B 1t Copies of periodicals, any weight over 2 ounces, addressed for.:
o local delivery by city or village letter carriers, 2 cents, epch
jrosn oo copy
i . . (Acts of March 3, 1879, 20 Stat. 361, and February 28, 1925,
o 43 Stat. 1086.) . 0

} Outside of county of publication: ) o )

., Publications whose advertising portions are subject to the zone .
rates— e

Reading portion, all zones, 1% cents & pound. '
Advertisigg portion—

e o e s

1 DT N

Zones land 2._._._._ . __________ « 1% cents a pound.
Zone 3 o 2 cents & pound., -
) Zone 4___._______ T, 3 cents a pound.-
: Zone b_ . ___________._._.__ P 4 cents a pound.
i Zone 6. .. . __.____________ 5 cents a pound.
s Zone T_ e 6 cents a pound.
! Zone 8__ ... ._ 7 cents a pound.

(Act of May 29, 1928, 45 Stat. 940.) Cohe
Publications containing b per cent or less advertising, 1% cents a *"x°
pound, on entire publication to all zones. ) 4
Exception: When copies of any issue to any zone do not . ;+.
. excced 1 pound, the rate is 1.cent for all copies going to
) such zone. o NRRGTS
(Acts of October 3, 1917, 40 Stat. 327, and February 28, ,. -
1925, 43 Stat. 1066.) ) ' T,
- Publications of religious, educational, scientific, philanthropic,
agricultural, labor, or fraternal associations not organized for e
profit, when specially authorized, 1)4 cents & pound on entire kS
- publication to all zones. |, C L e
(Act of February 28, 1925, 43 Stat. 1066.) o
Exception: When there aure more than 32 .individually
addressed copies or packages to the pound of any pub-
lication sent outside the county of publication, the fore-
going rates are doubled, trebled, and so on, for each
additional 16 copies or packages to the pound, except when
1 cent per zone rate applies. .
. (Act of May 29, 1928, 45 Stat. 940.)
Third-Class Matter.—Circulars, books, catalogues, and other printed matter;
i;: .seeds, cuttings, bulbs, plants, etc.; merchandise and all other matter not em-
"braced in first or second class; not in excess of 8 ounces in weight. o
.+ i ftatep: Cireulars and other miscellaneous printed matter, and merchandise~— *
G Regular, 1}4 cents for each 2 ounces. . LU
‘v iy o+ - Bulk mailings in lots of not less than 20 pounds or 200 pieces,
. under permit or with precanceled stamps affixed, under sec-
Wilsa a0, » tion 485}, P. L. and R., 12 cents a pound bu't.‘3 not less than
s 1 cent a piece. ’ ‘ o
Lo Books, including catalogues, having 24 pages or more, seeds, bulbs,
. plants, etc.— . . )
Regular, 1 cent for each two ounces.
" “Bulk mailings in lots of not less than 20 pounds or 200 pieces, .
under permit or with Rrecanceled stamps affixed, under sec-
. tion 4385}, P. L. and R., 8 cents a pound with minimum of
1 cent a piece. e )
(Act of May 29, 1928, 45 Stat. 940,) ' .
Hotel and steamship room keys, when returned, 5 cents for each 2
o . ounces, postage to be collected on delivery. ,. '
N (Act of July 3, 1926, 44 Stat. 890.) "
Postage on all third-class matter, except hotel and steamship room ' .~
keys, must be fully prepaid. S i o

o

Fourth-Class or Parcel-Post Matter. ;

third class, when weighing more than 8 ounces, but not in excess of 70 pounds
. for the first three zones, or 50 pounds for the other zones, nor in. excess of
' 84 inches in length and girth combined.

Special Delivery Fees.—The prepayment of the following special delivery fees '{‘

. handling and transportation as is accorded first-class matter:

- "a:

A POSTAGE RATES, 1930

SRR AN
e
Z

Same kind of matter as embraced in

i e

S

Rates: Local, including rural routes: First pound, 7 cents; additional pounds,;
' 1 cent each 2 pounds. '
_ First ﬁnd aec(clmd zones:
ound. i

‘. Tlfii?l z;:)ne: First pound, 8 cents; additional pounds, 2 cents each :
pound. "
Fourth zone: First pound, 8 cents; additional pounds, 4 cents each i

First pound, 7 cents; additional pounds, 1 cent, ¢

il seoos:

ound. - b
Sb?th zone: First pound, 10 cents; additional pounds, 8 cents each ' .
ound. [
Segenth zone: First pound, 12 cents; additional pounds, 10 cents each N
pound. " Rl
Eighth zone: First pound, 13 cents; additional pounds, 12 cents each RN
ound. A
Expceptions: 1. On parcels mailed on rural routes the postage is :"/i
2 cents less when for delivery in the first, second, or third zone, |
- and 1 cent less in any other zone. 2. Where the distance over the
shortest regular mail route between offices in the first and second: !
, zones is 300 miles or more, the rate is 8 cents for the first pound and . :,
2 cents for each additional pound. 3. Library books mailed by & -5 -
authorized libraries to readers and when returned by readers, 3. - '¢:
.cents for the first pound and 1 cent for each additional pound
anywhere within first three zones or State of origin. - .
. Extra charge for ‘“Special handling,” all zones: Up to 2 pounds, 10I~&$
- ecents per parcel; over 2 pounds to 10 pounds, 16 cents per pan.:el;‘_"'
" _over 10 pounds, 20 cents per parcel. :
Payment of this charge in addition to regular postage secures same . ¥
expeditious handling and transportation as is accorded first-class,
matter (but not special (leliveryg). ) :
o (Act of May 29, 1928, 45 Stat. 940.) .
‘Postage on fourth-class matter must be fully prepaid.

W

entitles the matter to special delivery at the office of address, and, in the case
of mattér of the second, third, or fourth classentitles it to the same expeditious

Second,
First | third, or .
class fourth -
class
leam Cents
Up to 2 pounds
. 095: 2 p%?mda up to 10 pounds, 20
< Overl0pounds.....ocoeeuoo ... 25

(Act of May 29, 1928, 45 Stat. 943.)

O



